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STEWARDS OF MAINE’S INLAND FISHERIES & WILDLIFE,
PROTECTING & PRESERVING MAINE’S NATURAL RESOURCES,
QUALITY OF PLACE AND ECONOMIC FUTURE.

Chandler E. Woodcock
Commissioner

Andrea L. Erskine
Deputy Commissioner

MAIN OFFICE

MEMBERS OF THE IF&W
ADVISORY COUNCIL

284 State St., 41 SHS,
Augusta, ME 04333-0041
(207) 287-8000

D

C
B

A

Cathy A. DeMerchant
Androscoggin, Kennebec,
and Sagadahoc Counties................(207) 923-3287

WEB SITE

Gunnar Gundersen
Knox, Lincoln,
and Waldo Counties......................(207) 563-1959

mefishwildlife.com

OPERATION GAME THIEF
1-800-ALERT US (253-7887)
(207) 287-6057 Out of State

REGIONAL COMMUNICATION
CENTERS

If you are in need of the services of a
game warden call the Department of
Public Safety Dispatch at the following
toll-free numbers:
Augusta.........................................(800) 452-4664
Gray..............................................(800) 228-0857
Houlton........................................(800) 924-2261
Bangor..........................................(800) 432-7381
NOTE! The State Police numbers may be used
to report a fire, ONLY if a fire warden or forest
ranger cannot be reached. To report wildfire
arson call 1-800-987-0257 — The Maine Forest
Service, Department of Agriculture, Conservation
& Forestry

Richard "Dick" Fortier
Aroostook County.........................(207) 496-1221
Donald Dudley
Penobscot County.........................(207) 538-5173
Richard Thurston
Cumberland County.....................(207) 885-5441
VACANT
Piscataquis and Somerset Counties
Sheridan R. Oldham
Franklin and Oxford Counties......(207) 864-4323
Lance S. Wheaton (Vice-Chair)
Washington County......................(207) 448-7726
Jeffrey C. Lewis (Chair)
Hancock County...........................(207) 667-6859
VACANT
York County

ADMINISTRATIVE REGIONS

Region A – Gray...........................(207) 657-2345
Region B – Sidney.........................(207) 547-5300
Region C – Jonesboro...................(207) 434-5925
Region D – Strong........................(207) 778-3322
Region E – Greenville...................(207) 695-3756
Region F – Enfield........................(207) 732-4131
Region G – Ashland......................(207) 435-3231
The Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
receives federal funds from the U.S. Department of the
Interior.
Accordingly, all Department programs and activities
must be operated free from discrimination in regard
to race, color, national origin, age, or handicap.
Any person who believes that he or she has been
discriminated against should write to the Office of
Equal Opportunity, U.S. Department of the Interior,
Washington, D.C. 20240.

Comments and Complaints
If you wish to make a comment about any member of the Department, please come to or call the
closest office (listed on this page), and talk to the appropriate staff member. Written comments should be mailed to:
Maine Department of Inland Fisheries & Wildlife
284 State Street
41 State House Station
Augusta, ME 04333-0041
Receipt of your correspondence will be formally acknowledged in writing.
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SEEN ONE MOUNTAIN
GOTTA SEE THEM ALL.

RIDE MORE

™

Why do Arctic riders RIDE MORE™?

Some say riding lets us be heroes of our own adventures.
From the moment we ﬁre up our engines and take to the trails, we become
the thrillseekers we were born to be. With great power and great cornering
ability comes great responsibility. Figuring out ways to improve on 50
years of reﬁnement - one breakthrough at a time. That’s how we move the
speedometer forward. Always have.
BANGOR MOTORSPORTS
34 Banair Road, Bangor
207-942-4444
bangormotorsports.net

WHITE ROCK OUTBOARD
351 Sebago Lake Road, Gorham
(207) 892-9606
whiterockoutboard.com

BOSS POWER EQUIPMENT
2775 Main Street, Rangeley
(207) 864-5343
bosspowerequipment.com

NORTHEAST MOTORSPORTS
451 Carl Broggi Hwy, Lebanon
(207) 457-2225
nemotorsportsofmaine.com

KRAMER’S INC.
2400 W River Road, Sidney
(207) 547-3345
kramersinc.com

JACKMAN POWERSPORTS
Main Street, Jackman
(800) 287-7669
jackmanpowersports.com

MESSAGE FROM THE DEPARTMENT

CHECK OUT THE MDIFW WEBSITE: MEFISHWILD
LIFE.COM
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MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR

Your registrations provide funding to the Maine
Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife and the
Bureau of Parks and Lands to maintain trails and provide
law enforcement to assure your ride is enjoyable and safe.

2014-2015 STATE OF MAINE SUMMARY OF
ATV & SNOWMOBILE LAWS AND RULES:
NOVEMBER 1, 2014 – OCTOBER 31, 2015
MAINE DEPARTMENT OF INLAND FISHERIES

Photo courtesy of Jim Bowdoin Photography

With its vast wilderness and thousands of miles of trails,
Maine is a destination for both snowmobile riders and
all-terrain vehicle riders like yourself who enjoy our great
outdoors and wide-open spaces. Thanks for choosing Maine
and for registering your snowmobile and/or your ATV here.

& WILDLIFE

About this Guide
This high-quality regulation guide is offered to
you by the Maine Department of Inland Fisheries
and Wildlife through its unique partnership with
J.F. Griffin Publishing, LLC.

Landowners also play a vital role in our state’s trail system. Without their generous consent to
open up their land to the sport, there would be disconnects in the system. We are grateful for
their willingness to partner with the State – it is this partnership that provides for some of the
best snowmobile riding in the United States. We urge you to be respectful of both the public and
private property you’re riding on. Follow the rules, and thank landowners for being such strong
supporters of the sport.
Thanks for being a responsible rider, and thanks for keeping Maine’s trails safe for all levels of riders!
Paul R. LePage
Governor

J.F. Griffin is an award winning publishing house
that specializes in producing state fish & wildlife regulation books. J.F. Griffin supports the
MDIF&W’s staff in the design, layout and editing
of the guides. They also manage the marketing
and sales of advertising to appropriate businesses
within the book.
The revenue generated through ad sales significantly lowers production costs and generates savings. These savings translate into additional funds
for other important fisheries and habitat programs.
If you have any feedback or are interested in advertising, please contact us at 413.884.1001 or online
at www.JFGriffin.com

MESSAGE FROM THE COMMISSIONER
Thank you for choosing to ride in Maine. Whether you
choose to ride an ATV or a snowmobile, your most difficult
choice just may be where to go on our many thousands of
miles of trails in the state.

Designers: Jon Gulley
Erin Murphy
Evelyn Haddad
Chris Sobolowski
Dane Fay

Maine’s ATV and snowmobile trail systems provide access
to some incredible places, and your travels are likely to create
lasting memories. Many of the trails you travel will be on
private land. Please respect the land and the landowner, as
your actions can impact access for all of us.
Before you head out this season, please take a moment to familiarize yourself with this booklet and
your machine. Safety is everyone’s responsibility, and it begins with you. Please wear a helmet, and
also let someone know where you’re going and when you plan to return. Do not drink and drive.
I also hope that you consider joining an ATV or snowmobile club. These local clubs are
the primary reason Maine has such a vast and diverse off-road trail network. Creation and
maintenance of nearly all these trails is done by local clubs. Your support of these clubs ensures
that riding in Maine will continue to be an enjoyable experience for all.
Thank you, and always ride safe and ride smart.

in a new Digital Edition!
Fully searchable

Live hyperlinks to

Chandler E. Woodcock
Commissioner

expanded content

Email pages
One-click printing

www.eRegulations.com/ME/ATV

Kristina Paulhus
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THE SLED SHOP
108 Main Street, Presque Isle
207.764.2900
Outlander MAX XT
TheSledShopinc.com

You ride. We invent.You corner. We transform.
You jump. We tweak.You explore. We reinvent.
You never stop. We never stop.
NEVER STOP PUSHING.™
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call the Canadian Safety Council at (613) 739-1535 ext 227. Read the Operator’s Guide and watch the Safety DVD before riding. Wear appropriate protective clothing and helmet. For side-by-side vehicles, fasten lateral net and seat belt at all times. Never engage in stunt driving and avoid excessive speed. Always
observe applicable local laws and regulations. Side-by-side vehicles and ATVs are recommended for drivers aged 16 and older, and passengers aged 12 and older only. For off-road use only. Never ride on paved surfaces or public roads. Always ride responsibly and remember that riding and alcohol/drugs don’t mix.
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265 W. Broadway, Lincoln
207.794.8100
LincolnPowersportsME.com

BOSS POWER EQUIPMENT
2775 Main Street, Rangeley
207.864.5343
BossPowerEquipment.com

MOOSEHEAD MOTORSPORTS
13 Industrial Park, Greenville Jct.
207.695.2020
MooseheadMotorsports.com

CHASE TOYS
Thorndike Road, Unity
207.948.5729
ChaseToysInc.com

REGGIE’S KAWSAKI/SKI DOO
255 U.S. 202, Leeds
207.933.4976
DoItAtReggies.com

FORT KENT SKI DOO
5 St. Joseph Street, Fort Kent
207.834.3607
FortKentSkiDoo.com

ROBERTSON’S POWER & SPORTS
732 Lebanon Road, Sanford
207.324.5502
RobertsonsPower.com
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Rte. 100, Pittsfield
207.487.3338
HuffForestProducts.com
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TheSledShopinc.com
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WALLINGFORD EQUIPMENT
2527 Turner Road, Auburn
800.427.4886
WallingfordEquipment.com

ARTICLE: ATVs IN MAINE

ATVs in Maine
A new way to get through Maine's woods

ALL-TERRAIN VEHICLES (ATV) REGISTRATION & AGE REQUIREMENTS
REGISTRATION FEES
RESIDENTS**
$33*
(Prior to registration, sales or use taxes are due.)

NONRESIDENTS
Season – $68*
7-Day – $53*

AGE REQUIREMENTS***
A person under 10 years of age may not operate an ATV.
A person 10 years of age or older but under 16 years of age may not operate an ATV unless that person has successfully completed a training course
approved by the department and is accompanied by an adult.
A person under 16 years of age may not cross a public way maintained for travel unless the crossing is in accordance with section 13157-A, subsection 6,
paragraph A (page 10) and the person satisfies the requirements of 13154-A, subsection 3 (page 8).
* Plus Agent Fee
*** This does not apply to the operation of an ATV on:
**	"Resident" means a citizen of the United States or an alien who has been
a) The land on which the operator is domiciled;
domiciled in the State for one year who:
b) Land owned or leased by the operator’s parent or guardian; or
c) A safety training site approved by the department.
a) if registered to vote, is registered in Maine;
b) if licensed to drive a motor vehicle, applied for, or possesses a Maine
motor vehicle license;
c) if owning a motor vehicle located within the State, registered each vehicle
in Maine; and…
d) is in compliance with the State income tax laws
A person who is a full-time student at a college or university in Maine and has satisfied the requirements or A through D, above, can be considered a resident.

Corporal John MacDonald
Each year, Maine Game Wardens interact with
thousands of outdoor enthusiasts from trappers
and anglers to ATV and snowmobile riders. As
registration trends continue to increase and trail
systems both increase and improve for ATVs,
the amount of inspections will likely increase
proportionally.
A Maine Game Warden
conducts a registration and
safety check on one of the
state’s ATV trails.

Game Wardens are essentially the front door
for the Bureau of Warden Service and often
provide the only opportunity for sportspeople
to engage in conversations with an IF&W
employee. Inspections are critical to the mission
of the Warden Service for both public relations
and enforcement purposes. Both share an equally

important role for the future of the bureau.
Game Wardens regularly inspect ATVs for
safety and registration compliance. Wardens also
stop motor vehicles at fish and wildlife checkpoints
used for gathering statistics and enforcing fish and
wildlife laws. In addition, Game Wardens have
authority to stop motor vehicles for violations
observed on Maine’s highways.
A Game Warden may perform a stop of the
above vehicles either by signaling you to stop
with an obvious body gesture or with the use
of emergency blue lights and/or siren. Game
Wardens will make themselves known by
identifying themselves while in uniform or by
providing a badge or State law enforcement
officer credential. When signaled to stop by a
Game Warden please do the following:
• As soon as safely possible, bring your vehicle
to a complete stop and allow the Game
Warden to approach you. Failure to stop
for a Game Warden may result in criminal
prosecution, significant fines, and arrest.
• Be courteous and follow any directions
given by the Game Warden pertaining to
the recreational vehicle inspection. Your
cooperation will expedite the inspection
process and we will have you back on your
way as quickly as possible.
Game Wardens prefer that each interaction
with an outdoor enthusiast is a pleasant
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experience. Please be polite and courteous. Take
advantage of the opportunity to ask the Game
Warden for advice or valuable tips.
ATV registrations are clearly trending toward
higher numbers. In 2003 there was a peak
of over 66,000 registrations in Maine. With
the exception of that year, ATV registrations
have shown a steady increase since 1998. The
registration trend can likely be attributed to
both the ability of four-season riding and the
continuing effort to make and maintain good
quality ATV designated trails. Additionally,
ATV models have become very user specific.
Some are now equipped with tracks for snow,
camouflage for hunting, and two or four
passenger versions for longer, more comfortable
trail riding.
A significant amount of effort has been placed
on ATV law enforcement by Maine Game
Wardens. Landowner complaints coupled with
increasing registrations created a situation in
the late 1990’s in which the Warden Service had
to re-evaluate its law enforcement presence and
approach regarding ATV’s. Many Game Wardens
now have ATV’s issued to them to assist in patrol.
Funding has been secured in recent years to pay
for special enforcement details to help combat
localized areas of complaints. These details allow
Wardens to focus specifically on ATV issues and
have become an important factor in reducing
complaints from the public regarding ATV’s.
Trail systems have continued to grow and
landowner cooperation is becoming easier for

ATV, Side-by-Side, and Snowmobile
Rentals. Guided Tours - Overnights.

An ATV outfitted for a snowmobile trail, also known as a UTV (Utility-type vehicles).

ATV clubs to use and maintain trail systems in
many areas of Maine. The trails have provided
a completely new adventure for the ATV rider,
allowing clear access and hundreds of miles of
riding opportunities. Game Wardens continue
to respond to ATV crashes that involve either
property damage, personal injury or in some
cases death. Wardens are responsible for

Waterfront Cabins & RV Sites
— On the Kennebec River —
ATVs Welcome —Ride From Your Door
Canoe & Kayak Rentals
8+ Mile River Trips | Open May–Nov.
Pets Welcome | Full Service Restaurant | Liquor License
Catering, Reunions, Corporate Outings & Weddings

(207) 643-2324

(207) 474-RIDE • BCEMAINE.COM

GRAND LAKE STREAM AREA
Chamber of Commerce

Maine’s
Outdoor
Sporting
Paradise!

investigating ATV crashes to gather crash
statistics and determine if violations of law have
occurred that may have contributed to the crash.
Drunk driving continues to be a contributing
factor in many ATV rider fatalities. Always use
good common sense, never operate beyond your
abilities, and never drink and drive.

www.evergreenscampground.com

P.O. Box 114 | 202 Ferry Street | Solon, Maine | 04979

TT-JONES
DeWIREALTY

PMB 124
3 Water Street
Grand Lake Stream
Maine 04637

Your Hometown Realtor — Featuring Properties
in the Central Maine Highlands Area

GrandLakeStream.org

1.800.943.5225 DewittJonesRealty.com

What’s Your Sign?

This Is Ours!

The BIGGEST Loop Trail in Maine,
approximately 155 Miles of Trail and
over 400 Miles of Club Trails.

Maine towns and villages
provide services and
amenities for all your
adventures. Please
check our ATV trail map!
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LAWS AND RULES: ALL-TERRAIN VEHICLE (ATV)
TITLE 12,
CHAPTER 933

Owner. “Owner” means: For the
purposes of registration of an ATV, a
person holding title to an ATV.

§13001 – Definitions.
As used in this subpart, unless the
context otherwise indicates, the
following terms have the following
meanings.
Accompanied by adult. “Accompanied
by an adult” means, with respect to
operation of an ATV, within visual and
voice contact and under the effective
control of a child’s parent or guardian or
another person 21 years of age or older.

§13002 – Collection by
Commissioner.

§13153 – Rule violations; ATVs.
The following penalties apply
to violations of rules regulating
ATVs.

§13006 – Impoundment of
ATVs.

1.

Civil. Notwithstanding section
10650, a person who violates a
rule regulating ATVs commits a
civil violation for which a fine of
not less than $100 nor more than
$500 may be adjudged.

2.

Criminal. A person who violates
a rule regulating ATVs after
having been adjudicated as
having committed 3 or more
civil violations under this Part
within the previous 5-year period
commits a Class E crime.

When a law enforcement officer issues
a summons for a violation under
chapter 937 or 939, the officer may
impound the ATV operated by the
person who receives the summons if,
in the judgment of the officer, based
on actual previous offenses by the
operator or other considerations, the
operator will continue to operate the
ATV in violation of chapter 937 or 939
and that operation may be a hazard to
the safety of persons or property.
The operator or owner of an ATV
impounded under this section may
reclaim the ATV at any time subsequent
to 24 hours after the issuance of the
summons upon payment of the costs
of impoundment to the enforcement
agency impounding the ATV.

All-terrain vehicle or ATV. “All-terrain
vehicle” or “ATV” means a motordriven, off-road, recreational vehicle
capable of cross-country travel on
land, snow, ice, marsh, swampland
or other natural terrain. “All-terrain
vehicle” or “ATV” includes, but is not
limited to, a multitrack, multiwheel or
low-pressure tire vehicle; a motorcycle
or related 2-wheel, 3-wheel or
belt-driven vehicle; an amphibious
machine; or other means of transportation deriving motive power from a
source other than muscle or wind. For
purposes of this subpart, “all-terrain
vehicle” or “ATV” does not include an
automobile as defined in Title 29-A,
section 101, subsection 7; an electric
personal assistive mobility device
as defined in Title 29-A, section 101,
subsection 22-A; a truck as defined
in Title 29-A, section 101, subsection
88; a snowmobile; an airmobile;
a construction or logging vehicle
used in performance of its common
functions; a farm vehicle used for
farming purposes; or a vehicle used
exclusively for emergency, military, law
enforcement or fire control purposes.

The commissioner or agents of the
commissioner shall act on behalf of
the State Tax Assessor to collect the
use tax due under Title 36, chapters
211 to 225 in respect to any watercraft,
snowmobile or ATV for which an original
registration is required under this Title
at the time and place of registration of
that watercraft, snowmobile or ATV.
All taxes collected pursuant to
this section must be transmitted
forthwith to the Treasurer of State
and credited to the General Fund as
undedicated revenue. The Legislature
shall appropriate to the department in
each fiscal year an amount equal to the
administrative costs incurred by the
department in collecting revenue under
this section. Those administrative costs
must be verified by the Department of
Administrative and Financial Services.
For purposes of this section,
“original registration” means any
registration other than a renewal of
registration by the same owner.

§13003 – Payment of sales
or use tax prerequisite to
registration

A person may not operate any 4-wheel
drive vehicle, dune buggy, all-terrain
vehicle, motorcycle, or any other motor
vehicle, other than a snowmobile and
appurtenant equipment, on snowmobile
trails that are financed in whole or in
part with funds from the Snowmobile
Trail Fund, unless that use has been
authorized by the landowner or the
landowner’s agent, or unless the use
is necessitated by an emergency
involving safety or persons or property.
Exception: An ATV with tracks,
registered as a snowmobile, may be
operated on snowmobile trails.

Alpine tundra. “Alpine tundra” means
high elevation, treeless areas beyond
the timberline that are dominated by low
herbaceous or shrubby vegetation and,
specifically, areas that are designated
as alpine tundra by the Department of
Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry
by rule pursuant to Title 5, chapter 375,
subchapter 2.

Registration of ATV. Prior to
registering an ATV, an agent of the
commissioner shall collect sales or use
tax due. Sales or use tax is due unless:

TITLE 12,
CHAPTER 939

1.

The person registering the ATV is
not a resident of this State;

§13152 – License and training.

2.

The registration is a renewal
registration by the same owner;

Dwelling. “Dwelling” means any
building used as a permanent residence
or place of domicile.

3.

The applicant possesses a
dealer’s certificate showing that
the sales tax was collected by the
dealer. The State Tax Assessor
shall prescribe the form of a
dealer’s certificate.

Freshwater marshes and bogs.
“Freshwater marshes and bogs”
means naturally occurring open
areas with saturated soils or peat,
often associated with standing water
and dominated by low herbaceous
vegetation, grasses, weeds and shrubs
and including wetlands, as shown on
the Freshwater Wetlands Map Series,
Division of Geology, Natural Areas and
Coastal Resources, Maine Geological
Survey, or zoned as a Wetland
Protection Subdistrict, P-WL, by the
Maine Land Use Planning Commission.
Operate. “To operate,” in all its moods
and tenses, when it refers to an ATV,
means to use an ATV in any manner
within the jurisdiction of the State,
whether or not the vehicle is moving.
Operator. “Operator” means the
person who is in control or in charge of
an ATV while it is in use.
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Protective headgear. “Protective
headgear” means a helmet that
conforms with minimum standards
of construction and performance as
prescribed by the American National
Standards Institute specification Z90.1
or by the Federal Motor Vehicle Safety
Standard No. 218.

submitted in accordance with section
13003 to the commissioner. The
commissioner shall transmit all such
certificates to the State Tax Assessor.

§13004 – Collection by State
Tax Assessor.
This section and sections 13002, 13003
and 13005 must be construed as
cumulative of other methods prescribed
in Title 36 for the collection of the
sales or use tax. These sections do
not preclude the State Tax Assessor’s
collecting the tax due in respect to
any watercraft, ATV or snowmobile in
accordance with such other methods
as are prescribed in Title 36 for the
collection of the sales or use tax.

§13005 – Certificate to be
forwarded to State Tax
Assessor.
An agent of the commissioner shall
promptly forward all certificates

§13154-A – Age restrictions
1.

Minimum age. Except as
provided in subsection 5, a person
under 10 years of age may not
operate an ATV.

2.

Permitting child under 10
years to operate ATV. Except as
provided in subsection 6, a person
may not permit a child under 10
years of age to operate an ATV.

3.

Unlawfully operating ATV by
person 10 to under 16 years
of age. Except as provided in
subsection 6, a person 10 years
of age or older but under 16
years of age may not operate
an ATV unless that person
has successfully completed a
training course approved by the
department pursuant to section
13152 and is accompanied by an
adult. Proof of having completed a
training course must be presented
for inspection upon request of a
law enforcement officer.

4.

Person under 16 years of age
crossing public way. A person
under 16 years of age may not
cross a public way maintained
for travel unless the crossing is in
accordance with section 13157-A,
subsection 6, paragraph A and the
person satisfies the requirements
of subsection 3.

5.

Permitting an unaccompanied
person under 16 years of age
to operate an ATV. Except as
provided in subsection 6, a person
may not permit an unaccompanied person 10 years of age or
older but under 16 years of age to
operate an ATV.

6.

B. Land owned or leased by that
person’s parent or guardian; or

Exceptions for certain property.
This section does not apply to the
operation of an ATV on:

C. A safety training site approved
by the department.

A. The land on which the operator
is domiciled;

§13107 – Unlawfully operating
vehicle on snowmobile trail

1.

License. An operator’s license is
not required for the operation of
an ATV, except as required by Title
29-A.

2.

Training. A person over 10 years
of age or older but under 16
years of age must successfully
complete a training program, with
that person’s parent or guardian
approved by the department prior
to operating an ATV except on:
A. Land on which that person is
domiciled;

A person under 16 years of age must
attend the training program with
that person’s parent or guardian.
The training program must include
instruction on the safe operation of
ATV’s the laws pertaining to ATVs, the
effect of ATV’s on the environment and
ways to minimize that effect, courtesy
to landowners and other recreationists
and landowners and other materials as
determined by the department.

B. Land owned or leased by the
operator’s parent or guardian;
or
C. A safety training site approved
by the department.

§13155 – Registration
1-A Operating unregistered ATV.
Except as provided in paragraph
A, a person may not operate
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an ATV that is not registered in
accordance with subsection 3.
A. The following exceptions apply.
(1) Registration is not required
for an ATV operated on
land on which the owner
lives or on land on which
the owner is domiciled,
as long as the ATV is not
operated elsewhere within
the jurisdiction of the State.

ATV registration is required for
nonresidents to operate an ATV in
the State of Maine.
3.

(2) Registration is not required
for an ATV operated by a
commercial ski area for the
purpose of packing snow
or for rescue operations on
the commercial ski area,
unless the ATV is required
to cross a public way during
that operation.
(3) An ATV owned and
operated in the State by
the Federal Government,
the State or a political
subdivision of the State is
exempt from registration
fees but must be registered
and is required to display
registration numbers.
(4) An ATV registration for
the farm use specified in
Title 29-A, section 501,
subsection 8, paragraph
E is not required for a
vehicle registered with the
Secretary of State under
Title 29-A, section 501,
subsection 8.
(5) An ATV registered in
another state or in a
Canadian province may
be operated without being
registered pursuant to this
section at a special event
organized to occur in this
State if the special event
organizer submits a request
in writing to the commissioner 60 days prior to the
special event and provides
the commissioner with a
map of the trails to be used
during the special event
and the commissioner
approves the request.
(6) An ATV owned or under
the control of an ATV
manufacturer may be
operated without a
Maine registration at a
demonstration event
organized to occur
in this State if such
operation is approved
by the commissioner.
An ATV manufacturer or
a representative of an
ATV manufacturer must
submit a request in writing
to the commissioner at
least 60 days prior to the
demonstration event and
shall include a description
and the location of the
event.
2.

Reciprocity. Reciprocity was
repealed in 2004 so there are
no longer reciprocal privileges
for ATV registrations. A Maine

Application and issuance.
The commissioner, or an agent
designated by the commissioner, may register and assign
a registration number to an ATV
upon application and payment of
an annual fee by the owner. The
commissioner shall charge a fee
of $1 in addition to the annual fee
for each registration issued by an
employee of the department. The
registration number in the form of
stickers issued by the commissioner must be clearly displayed
on the front and rear of the vehicle.
A registration is valid for one year
commencing July 1st of each year,
except that any registration issued
prior to July 1st but after May 1st is
valid from the date of issuance until
June 30th of the following year

4.

Form of registration. An ATV
registration must be in such
form as the commissioner may
determine.

5.

Fees. See page 6

6.

Duplicate registration
certificate. The holder of a
registration certificate issued
under this section may obtain a
duplicate registration from the
commissioner upon application
and payment of a duplicate
fee of $1. If a sticker has been
misplaced, a new sticker and a
new registration matching the new
sticker number, must be obtained
at a fee of $1 each. Agent fee also
applies to all duplicates.

7.

Transfer of ownership, discontinuance of use. A transfer of
ownership or discontinuance
of use of an all-terrain vehicle is
subject to this subsection.
A. Whoever transfers the
ownership or discontinues the
use of a registered all-terrain
vehicle shall, within 10 days,
properly sign the registration,
indicate the disposition of
the all-terrain vehicle and
return the registration to the
commissioner.
B. An all-terrain vehicle owner who
transfers ownership or discontinues its use may, within 10
days from the date of transfer
or discontinuance, apply to the
commissioner for registration of
another all-terrain vehicle. The
fee for the transfer is $4, and
the registration is valid for the
remainder of the registration
year for which the previous
all-terrain vehicle had been
registered.
C. When there is a change of
ownership of an all-terrain
vehicle for which a registration
has previously been issued,
the new owner shall apply for
a new registration and shall
pay the applicable fee under
subsection 5.

8-A.Registration inspection. An
owner or operator of an ATV shall
present a registration certificate
or an online registration receipt for
inspection by any law enforcement
officer on demand.
8-B. Notification of destroyed,
abandoned, stolen, or
permanently removed ATV.
The registrant shall notify the
commissioner if an ATV is
destroyed, abandoned, stolen, or
permanently removed from the
State.
9.

2.

Stop and identify requirement.
Persons operating ATVs upon
the land of another shall stop
and identify themselves upon
the request of the landowner or
the landowner’s duly authorized
representative.

3.

Operating ATV upon controlled
access highway. The following
provisions govern the operation
of ATVs on controlled access
highways.

Display of registration
numbers. Each new ATV sold in
the State must have 3.5 inch by
6 inch spaces provided on the
front and rear of the machine, as
high above the tires as possible,
for the vertical display of the
registration numbers. A person
may not operate an ATV that is
required to be registered under
this section unless registration
numbers are displayed in these
spaces or as otherwise required
by the department. A person may
operate an ATV registered online
without displaying a registration
number until that person receives
the registration certificate from
the department or for 30 days
after registering the ATV online,
whichever occurs first.

10. Training and education. The
department shall provide training
and education relating to ATVs.
11.

of forage plants used for animal
production. Nothing in this
subsection may be construed
to limit or expand a land owners
property rights.

Members of the U.S. Armed
Forces permanently stationed
in the State of Maine. A person
may register an ATV owned by that
person at the resident fee if they
are serving in the armed forces
and are permanently stationed
at a military or naval post, station
or base in the State. Certification
from the commander of the naval
post, station or base, that the
person is permanently stationed
at the post, station or base, is
required. The spouse or child, if
they permanently reside with the
member, is also eligible.

A. A person may not operate an
ATV upon a controlled access
highway or within the rightof-way limits of a controlled
access highway, except that:
(1) A properly registered
ATV may cross controlled
access highways by use of
bridges over or roads under
those highways or by use of
roads crossing controlled
access highways at grade;
and
(2) The Commissioner of
Transportation may
issue special permits for
designated crossings
of controlled access
highways.
4.

Unlawfully operating ATV on
snowmobile trail. A person may
not operate a motorized vehicle
on a snowmobile trail financed
in whole or in part with funds
from the Snowmobile Trail Fund
is governed by section 13107.
Please see page 21 for more
information. Exception: An ATV
with tracks, registered as a
snowmobile, may be operated on
snowmobile trails.

5.

Unlawfully operating ATV on
private road. A person may not
operate an ATV upon a private
road after having been forbidden
to do so by the owner’s agent or a
municipal official, either personally
or by appropriate notices posted
conspicuously on that road.

§13157-A – Operation of ATVs
1-A. Permission required. A person
may not operate an ATV on
the land of another without the
permission of the landowner or
lessee. Permission is presumed
on designated state approved
ATV trails or in areas open to
ATVs by landowner policy. A
landowner may limit the use of
a designated state-approved
ATV trail on that landowner's
property through agreements
with the State or an ATV club to
address environmental, public
safety or management concerns.
Written permission of the
landowner or lessee is required
on cropland or pastureland or
in an orchard. As used in this
subsection, “cropland” means
acreage in tillage rotation, land
being cropped and land in bush
fruits, and “pastureland” means
acreage devoted to the production

5-A. Operating a truck, pickup truck
or passenger vehicle on an ATV
trail. A person may not operate a
truck, pickup truck, or passenger
vehicle on a designated ATV
trail that is not on a gravel road
system unless authorized by the
landowner or landowner’s agent,
or in an emergency involving the
safety of a person or property.
For purposes of this law, “pickup
truck” and “truck” have the same
meaning as in Title 29-A section
101, subsections 55 and 88 and
“passenger vehicle” means a
self-propelled 4-wheel motor
vehicle designed primarily to carry
passengers on public roads.
6.

Operating ATV on public
way. Except as provided in this
subsection, a person may not
operate an ATV, other than an
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LAWS AND RULES: ALL-TERRAIN VEHICLE (ATV)
that governmental unit with
highly visible signs designating
the ATV-access route. Before
designating a public way as
an ATV-access route, the
appropriate governmental
unit shall make appropriate
determinations that ATV travel
on the extreme right of the
public way, or as directed by
the appropriate governmental
unit within the public way. may
be conducted safely and will
not interfere with vehicular
traffic on the public way. For
purposes of this paragraph,
“appropriate governmental
unit” means the Department
of Transportation, county
commissioners or municipal
officers within their respective
jurisdictions. The jurisdiction
of each appropriate governmental unit over public ways
pursuant to this paragraph is
the same as its jurisdiction over
the passage of vehicles on
public ways pursuant to Title
29-A, section 2395. Municipal
or county law enforcement
officials having jurisdiction have
primary enforcement authority
over any route established
under this paragraph.

ATV registered with the Secretary
of State under Title 29-A, on any
portion of a public way maintained
or used for the operation of
conventional motor vehicles or on
the sidewalks of any public way.
A. A properly registered ATV may
be operated on a public way
only the distance necessary,
but in no case to exceed 500
yards, on the extreme right
of the traveled way for the
purpose of crossing, as directly
as possible, a public way,
bridge, overpass, underpass,
sidewalk or culvert as long as
that operation can be made
safely and does not interfere
with traffic approaching from
either direction on the public
way.
B. Repealed.
C. An ATV may be operated on
any portion of a public way
when the public way has been
closed in accordance with Title
23, section 2953.
D. An ATV may be operated
on a public way that is not
maintained or used for the
operation of conventional
motor vehicles, except that
operation on the left side of the
way is prohibited during the
hours from sunset to sunrise.
E. An ATV may be operated on
streets and public ways during
a period of emergency when
the emergency has been so
declared by a police agency
having jurisdiction and when
travel by conventional motor
vehicles is not practicable.
F. An ATV may be operated
on streets and public ways
in special events of limited
duration conducted according
to a prearranged schedule
under a permit from the governmental unit having jurisdiction.

7.

Failing to stop ATV before
entering public way. A person
shall bring an ATV to a complete
stop before entering a public way.

8.

Failing to yield right-of-way
while operating ATV. A person
shall yield the right-of-way to all
other types of vehicular traffic
while operating an ATV on a public
way.

9.

Crossing closed bridge, culvert,
overpass or underpass with
ATV. A person may not cross
with an ATV a bridge, culvert,
overpass or underpass closed
to ATVs by the Commissioner of
Transportation pursuant to this
subsection. The Commissioner
of Transportation may, following
a public hearing, prohibit the
crossing by an ATV of an individual
bridge, culvert, overpass or
underpass if the commissioner
determines that that crossing or
use of a public way is hazardous.
Any bridge, culvert, overpass
or underpass closed by the
commissioner must be posted by
appropriate notices.

G. An ATV may be operated on
a public way on the extreme
right of the traveled way by a
law enforcement officer for
the sole purpose of traveling
between the place where the
ATV is usually stored and an
area to be patrolled by the law
enforcement officer.
H. Notwithstanding paragraphs A
to G, an ATV may be operated
on the extreme right of a
public way, or as directed by
the appropriate governmental
unit within the public way, of a
municipality or an unorganized
or unincorporated township
if the appropriate governmental unit has designated the
public way as an ATV-access
route. An ATV must travel in
the same direction as motor
vehicle traffic on a public way
designated as an ATV access
route. A public way designated
by an appropriate governmental unit as an ATV-access
route must be posted conspicuously at regular intervals by
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10. Reckless operating on ATV. A
person may not operate an ATV in
such a way as to recklessly create
a substantial risk of serious bodily
injury to another person.
11.

Operating ATV to endanger. A
person may not operate an ATV
so as to endanger any person or
property.

12. Operating ATV at greater than
reasonable and prudent speed.
A person may not operate an
ATV except at a reasonable and
prudent speed for the existing
conditions.

13. Operating ATV without
protective headgear.
Notwithstanding Title 29-A,
section 2083, a person under 18
years of age may not operate an
ATV without protective headgear.
14. Carrying passenger on
ATV without headgear.
Notwithstanding Title 29-A,
section 2083, a person may not
carry a passenger under 18 years
of age on an ATV unless the
passenger is wearing protective
headgear.
15. ATV noise and fire control
devices. See #25.
16. ATV headlight and taillight
requirements. This subsection
establishes light equipment
requirements for the operation of
an ATV.
A. Except as provided in this
subsection and section 13159,
a person may not operate an
ATV in the State, regardless
of where purchased, unless
equipped with front and rear
lights as follows.
(1) The ATV must have
mounted on the front at
least one headlight capable
of casting a white beam for
a distance of at least 100
feet directly ahead of the
ATV.
(2) The ATV must have
mounted on the rear at
least one taillight capable of
displaying a light that must
be visible at a distance of
at least 100 feet behind the
ATV.
B. The following are exceptions to
the requirements of paragraph
A.
(1) An ATV manufactured prior
to January 1, 1991 without
a headlight or taillight is
exempt from the provisions
of this subsection while
being operated between
sunrise and sunset.
(2) A person may operate an
ATV without a headlight and
taillight between sunrise
and sunset if:
(a) The ATV has an
engine size of 90 cubic
centimeters or less; and
(b) The ATV has 4 or more
wheels.
17.

Required use of ATV lights.
Except as provided in section
13159, the following provisions
govern the use of ATV lights.
A. A person shall use the lights
required under subsection 16
as follows:
(1) During the period from 1/2
hour after sunset to 1/2
hour before sunrise; and
(2) At any time when, due
to insufficient light or
unfavorable atmospheric
conditions caused by fog or

otherwise, other persons,
vehicles and other objects
are not clearly discernible
for a distance of 500 feet
ahead.
18. Unlawfully operating ATV on
railroad tracks. This subsection
governs operation of an ATV on
railroad tracks.
A. A person may not:
(1) Operate an ATV along or
adjacent and parallel to the
tracks of a railroad within
the limits of the railroad
right-of-way without
written permission from the
railroad owning the right-ofway; or
(2) Operate an ATV across the
tracks of a railroad after
having been forbidden
to do so by the railroad
owning the railroad right-ofway or by an agent of that
railroad, either personally
or by appropriate notices
posted conspicuously
along the railroad
right-of-way.
B. Notwithstanding paragraph A,
a person may operate within
the right-of-way of a portion
of railroad line that has been
officially abandoned under
the authority of the Interstate
Commerce Commission.
19. Operating too close to certain
buildings. A person may not
operate an ATV within 200 feet of
a dwelling, hospital, nursing home,
convalescent home, or church.
A. This subsection does not apply
when a person is operating an
ATV on:
(1) Public ways in accordance
with subsections 3, 6, 7, 8,
and 9;
(2) The frozen surface of any
body of water; or
(3) Land that the operator
owns or is permitted to use.
20. Repealed.
21. Repealed.
22. Abuse of another person’s
property. A person may not while
operating an ATV:
A. Tear down or destroy a fence or
wall on another person’s land;
B. Leave open a gate or bars on
another person’s land;
C. Trample or destroy crops on
another person’s land; or
D. Remove or destroy signs or
posted notices.
23. Repealed.
24. Unlawful operation of ATV
on temporarily closed trail. A
person may not operate an ATV on
any section of a trail posted with
a notice of temporary closure in
accordance with this subsection.
The notice must specify the
section of trail that is closed and

2014-2015 STATE OF MAINE SUMMARY OF ATV & SNOWMOBILE LAWS AND RULES

the period of the closure and must
be conspicuously posted at each
end of the closed section of the
trail.

27.

25. ATV noise and fire control
devices. The following provisions
pertain to ATV muffling and fire
control devices and noise level
limits.

Operating ATV in prohibited
area. The following provisions
establish areas where the
operation of an ATV is prohibited.
A. A person may not operate an
ATV:
(1) On a salt marsh, intertidal
zone, marine sand beach,
sand dune or any cemetery,
burial place or burying
ground; or

A. Except as provided in section
13159, a person may not:
(1) Operate an ATV that is
not equipped at all times
with an effective and
suitable muffling device
on its engine to effectively
deaden or muffle the noise
of the exhaust;

(2) When the ground is not
frozen and sufficiently
covered with snow to
prevent direct damage to
the vegetation:
(a) On alpine tundra;
(b) On a freshwater marsh or
bog, river, brook, stream,
great pond, nonforested
wetland or vernal pool; or

(2) Operate an ATV with an
exhaust system that has
been modified in any
manner that will increase
the noise emitted above
the following emission
standard:

(c) In a source water
protection area as defined
in Title 30-A, section
2001, subsection 20-A.

(a) Each ATV must meet
noise emission standards
of the United States
Environmental Protection
Agency and in no case
exceed 96 decibels of
sound pressure level
when measured from a
distance of 20 inches
using test procedures
established by the
commissioner; or

The provisions of this
subparagraph do not apply to a
trail designated for ATV use by
the Department of Agriculture,
Conservation and Forestry. The
provisions of this subparagraph
also do not apply to a person
accessing land for maintenance
or inspection purposes with
the landowner’s permission
or to local, state, or federal
government personnel in the
performance of official duties,
provided there is no significant
ground disturbance or
sedimentation of water bodies.

(3) Operate an ATV without a
working spark arrester.
B. In addition to any penalties
imposed under this subsection,
the court may, subject to
section 9321 and Title 17-A,
chapter 54, order restitution
for fire suppression costs
incurred by state or municipal
government entities in
suppressing a fire caused by
an ATV operating without a
working spark arrester.
26. Prohibited equipment. A person
may not operate an ATV that is
equipped with a snorkel kit or
other equipment designed to allow
the ATV to be used in deep water
except with the permission of the
owner of the land on which the
ATV is operated or as provided in
section 13159.

3.

§13158-A – Unlawfully
permitting operation; liability
for damage by other persons.
1.

2.

Notwithstanding section 13155 and
section 13157-A, subsection 15,
subsection 16, paragraph A, subsection
17, and subsection 25 ATVs used
exclusively for scheduled racing meets
and operated solely on predefined race
courses are exempt from the provisions
of this chapter concerning registration,
mufflers, snorkel kits, and lights during
the time of operation at these meets
and at all prerace practices at the
location of the meets.

1.

Application and issuance. A
person may not engage in the
business of selling ATVs in the
State unless that person has
registered as a dealer and secured
a valid dealer’s license from
the commissioner. A dealer so
registered and licensed need not
register individual ATVs.

2.

Fees. The annual license fee
for a dealer registered under
subsection 1 is $15. The license
runs from July 1st of each year.
A. A dealer licensed under Title
29-A, section 954, subsection
2 is not required to pay
the license fee under this
subsection.

3.

Dealer’s number plates. Dealer’s
number plates must be provided
and obtained as follows.
A. A dealer registered under
subsection 1 may receive
dealer’s number plates for a $5
annual fee for each plate.
B. Replacements for lost or stolen
plates may be obtained for a
fee of $5 for each plate.
C. If a number plate is lost or
stolen, the owner shall notify
the commissioner immediately.

THE

GENERAL STORE
& MORE
Rte 11 • Brownville Junction

ATV or Snowmobile
from your cabin on the
Upper Kennebec Valley’s
extensive trail systems!

Located in Bingham, ME next to ITS 84 and ITS 87
7 Fully-Equipped Cabins with Wi-Fi, AC & Satellite TV

1.800.440.0053 ■ www.Gateway-Rec.com

Temporary registration plate
and certificate number.
The commissioner may issue
temporary registration certificates
to a registered dealer who may,
upon the sale or exchange
of an ATV, issue a temporary
registration certificate to a new
owner, in order to allow the new
owner to operate the ATV for a
period of 20 consecutive days,
after the date of sale in lieu of a
permanent number as required
by this chapter. The fee for each
temporary registration is $1.

5.

Display of dealer’s number
plate. A dealer shall display the
dealer’s number on each ATV
being used until the sale of the
ATV, whereupon it becomes the
owner’s responsibility to register
the ATV.

6.

Warranties and information on
used ATVs. A dealer who offers
a warranty in connection with
the sale or transfer of a used ATV
shall furnish a written statement
concerning that warranty. The
statement regarding the warranty
must indicate the parts or systems
of the vehicle that are covered
and those not covered by the
warranty and what the dealer will
do in the event of a defect and at
whose expense repairs be made.
The dealer shall also furnish
before sale a written statement
identifying any and all defects
known to the dealer and any type
of damage that the vehicle has
sustained if such information is
known to the dealer.

§13160 – Dealer’s registration
and license

Parent or guardian; operation
by minor. A person is in violation
of this subsection if that person is
a parent or guardian responsible
for the care of a minor under 18
years of age who is operating an
ATV in violation of this chapter.

Recreation & Lodging

4.

§13159 – Racing meets.

ATV owner; operation by
another. A person is in violation
of this subsection if that person
is the owner of an ATV that is
operated in violation of this
chapter.

Gateway

Furnishing ATV. An owner of
an ATV, a person who gives or
furnishes an ATV to a person and
a parent or guardian responsible
for the care of a minor under
18 years of age are jointly and
severally liable with the operator
for damages caused in the
operation of the vehicle or by the
minor in operating any ATV.

HUNTING & FISHING SUPPLIES
LICENSES AND REGISTRATIONS • GAS • ATM
BREAKFAST • LUNCH • PIZZA • BEER • WINE
AGENCY LIQUOR STORE • LAUNDROMAT
DIRECT TRAIL ACCESS • OPEN DAILY ~ 6A-9P
WWW.THEGENERALSTOREANDMORE.COM

§13161 – Sale of ATV; light
equipment
1.

Headlight and taillight required.
A person may not sell or offer to
sell a new ATV unless:
A. That ATV is equipped with
a functioning headlight and
taillight; or
B. The ATV:
(1) Is a 2-wheel off-road
motorcycle; or
(2) Has an engine size of 90
cubic centimeters or less
and has 4 or more wheels.

2419 Main Street
Rangeley, Maine
207.864.3000
If you’re looking for
adventure in the
Rangeley area,
Camp Do What
You Wanna
is the place!

207 -965-8100

MENTION THIS AD, GET 10% OFF YOUR PURCHASE
RESTRICTIONS APPLY

CAMPDOWHATYOUWANNA.COM
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LAWS AND RULES: SUMMARY OF PENALTIES FOR ATV
This is a summary of penalties for ATV. For full language please refer to Title 12.
Operating under the influence. See
page 14.

§13157-A, 10 – Reckless
operation on ATV.

§13157-A, 22 – Abuse of
another person's property.

§10651, 1-D – Failure to stop
for a law enforcement officer.

A person may not operate an ATV in
such a way as to recklessly create a
substantial risk of serious bodily injury
to another person. A person who
violates this provision commits a
Class D crime. If convicted there is
a mandatory one year suspension
of all licenses, permits and
registrations by the department.

A person may not while operating an
ATV:
•
Tear down or destroy a fence or
wall on another person's land;

A person may not fail or refuse to stop
immediately any ATV on request or
signal of any law enforcement officer
in uniform whose duty it is to enforce
ATV laws. A person who violates this
provision commits a Class D crime,
for which a minimum fine of not
less than $1,000 must be adjudged.
If convicted there is a mandatory
one year suspension of all licenses,
permits and registrations by the
department.

§10651, 1-E – Attempt to elude
a law enforcement officer.
A person may not attempt to elude a
law enforcement officer by: operating
or attempting to operate an all-terrain
vehicle past a clearly identifiable police
roadblock; or after being requested or
signaled to stop by a law enforcement
officer in uniform, operating or
attempting to operate an all-terrain
vehicle at a reckless rate of speed. A
person who violates this provision
commits a Class D crime, for which a
minimum fine of not less than $1,000
must be adjudged. If convicted there
is a mandatory one year suspension
of all licenses, permits and
registrations by the department.

•

Leave open a gate or bars on
another person's land;

•

Trample or destroy crops on
another person's land; or

§13157-A, 11 – Operating ATV
to endanger.

•

Remove or destroy signs or
posted notices.

A person may not operate an ATV
so as to endanger any person or
property. A person who violates this
provision commits a Class E crime.
If convicted there is a mandatory
one year suspension of all licenses,
permits and registrations by the
department.

A person who violates this
subsection commits a Class E
crime. If convicted there is a
mandatory one year suspension
of all licenses, permits and
registrations by the department.

§13157-A, 12 – Operating ATV
at greater than reasonable
and prudent speed.
A person may not operate an ATV
except at a reasonable and prudent
speed for the existing conditions. A
person who violates this provision
commits a Class E crime.

§10902, 9 – Discretionary
suspension for certain ATV
violations; training.
The commissioner may suspend all
licenses, permits and registrations
issued by the department pursuant to
this Part to any person convicted or
adjudicated of:
•
Operating an ATV on a
temporarily closed trail or
•

Operating an ATV on the land of
another without permission.

If the commissioner suspends a
license, permit or registration pursuant
to this subsection, the suspension
must be for at least 90 days.

§10902, 10 – Mandatory
suspension for certain ATV
violations.

§10902, 1 – Suspension or
revocation of, or refusal to
issue a license or permit.
Any conviction or adjudication for a
violation of this Part is grounds for
suspension of any license or permit
issued under this Part. Except where
provided by law, the commissioner
shall determine the suspension period.
To suspend a license or permit based
upon a conviction or adjudication,
the commissioner shall follow the
procedures under section 10903.

The commissioner shall suspend for at
least one year all licenses, permits and
registrations issued by the department
pursuant to this Part to any person
convicted or adjudicated of:
•
Abuse of another person's
property
•

Operating an ATV under the
influence

•

Operating an ATV to endanger

•

Reckless operation of an ATV

•

Failure or refusal to stop an ATV
or attempting to elude an officer

©2012 Arctic Cat Sales Inc., ®™ Trademarks of Arctic Cat Inc., Thief River Falls, MN 56701

THERE’S ONLY ONE WAY TO BUILD A GREAT MACHINE—OUR WAY.
Passion, Dedication and Absolute Commitment.

Kramer’s Inc.

White Rock Outboard

It’s the only way we know how to build Side by Sides, ATVs
and snowmobiles. Anything less is what the other guys do.
Not Arctic Cat. Every machine built is like something we
would build for ourselves. Because we hunt, farm, ﬁsh,
snowmobile and ride ATVs just like you do. This is what
Arctic Cat is all about.

Northeast Motorsports

Jackman Powersports

Arctic Cat. Share Our Passion.
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2400 W. River Road, Sidney
207.547.3345
kramersinc.com

351 Sebago Lake Road, Gorham
207.892.9606
whiterockoutboard.com

451 Carl Broggi Highway, Lebanon Main Street, Jackman
207.457.2225
800.287.7669
nemotorsportsofmaine.com
jackmanpowersports.com

The Arctic Cat ATV/ROV may not be ridden by anyone under 16 years of age. Arctic Cat recommends that all
riders take a training course, and that they read and understand their owner’s manual before operation. For
safety or training information, see your dealer or call the ATV Safety Institute at 1-800-887-2887.

ATV TRAIL MAP
To get a full sized copy of this map, you
can go to your local ATV club, ATV dealer,
Chamber of Commerce, Maine Department
of Inland Fisheries & Wildlife or contact
the Bureau of Parks and Lands to have one
mailed to you. This map is also available at
www.parksandlands.com by navigating to
the ATV Program section of the website.
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to all Cooperating
Landowners without
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would not exist!
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SAFETY INFORMATION

OPERATING UNDER THE INFLUENCE
Prohibition. Prohibitions against operating under the influence are
as follows:
A person may not operate or attempt to operate a recreational
vehicle:
• While under the influence of intoxicating liquor or drugs or a
combination of liquor and drugs;
• If 21 years of age or older, while having 0.08% or more by weight
of alcohol in that person’s blood; or
• If less than 21 years of age, while having any amount of alcohol
in the blood.
Penalties. A person who violates this section commits a Class D
crime. In determining an appropriate sentence, refusal to submit to
a chemical test must in every case be an aggravating factor. In the
following cases the following minimum penalties apply.
A. In the case of a person having no previous convictions of a
violation of subsection 1-A within the previous 6-year period, the
fine may not be less than $400. If that person was adjudicated
within the previous 6-year period for failure to comply with the
duty to submit to and complete a blood-alcohol test under
section 10702, subsection 1, the fine may not be less than $500.
A conviction under this paragraph must include a period of
incarceration of not less than 48 hours, none of which may be
suspended, when the person:

RECREATIONAL
SAFETY DIVISION
8 Federal Street
Augusta, Maine 04330
207-287-5220
Mailing Address: 41 State House Station,
Augusta, ME 04333-0041
Do you need to take a safety course to operate an
ATV? Maine law requires anyone under 16 years
of age to complete a course prior to operating
on land other than that owned or leased by
their parent or guardian or on which they live.
These courses are made available in your area
by volunteer instructors certified by the Maine
Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife.
Pre-registration is requested and/or required.
Courses will include 6 hours of instruction.
Sponsors include school districts, sports clubs,
civic groups, and others. Courses will be
scheduled based on instructor availability.

A New Look at Firewood™

Locally-made, 100% wood BioBricks®
Designed to excel in wood stoves,
fireplaces & campfires

For a list of dealers near you go to
www.OriginalBioBricks.com
or call 860.214.6912
Manufactured in Berlin, CT
Register online to win a FREE pallet of BioBricks®
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• Was tested as having a blood-alcohol level of 0.15% or more;
• Failed or refused to stop upon request or signal of an officer in
uniform, pursuant to section 6953 or 10651, during the operation
that resulted in prosecution for operating under the influence or
with a blood-alcohol level of 0.08% or more; or
• Failed to submit to a chemical test to determine that person’s
blood-alcohol level or drug concentration, requested by a law
enforcement officer on the occasion that resulted in the conviction.

Administering chemical tests; test results;
evidence; reporting; immunity
Blood or breath test. If the law enforcement officer has probable
cause to believe a person hunted wild animals or wild birds or
operated or attempted to operate a watercraft, snowmobile, or ATV
while under the influence of intoxicating liquor, then the officer shall
inform the person that a breath test will be administered, unless, in
the determination of the officer, it is unreasonable for a breath test to
be administered, in which case a blood test must be administered.
When a blood test is required, the test may be administered by a
physician of the accused’s choice, at the request of the accused and
if reasonably available. The law enforcement officer may determine
which type of breath test, as described in subsection 5 will be
administered. (For more detailed information see Title 12, chapter 911,
subsection 10703.)

ATV SAFETY INFORMATION

If you have a youngster who is about to ride an
ATV, there are special considerations that you
should keep in mind. Although a child may be the
recommended age to ride a particular size ATV,
not all youngsters have the strength, skills, or
judgment needed to operate an ATV. You should
supervise your youngster’s operation of the ATV at
all times, and should permit continued use only if
you determine that your youngster has the ability
and judgment to operate the ATV safely. You
should also read Parents, Youngsters and ATVs,
available from ASI.
For more information about ATV Safety, call
the Consumer Product Safety Commission at
1-800-638-2772 or the ATV Distributors’ Safety
Hotline at 1-800-852-5344.
Remember that riders under 16 years of age
should be supervised by an adult. In addition,
follow the ATV Model Size/Minimum Age
information listed below. Do not ride an ATV that
is not recommended for your age group.
ATV Model Size.................Minimum Age
Under 70cc.................... 6 years and older
70 – 90cc .....................12 years and older
Over 90cc.................... 16 years and older
Be Cautious… ATVs are not toys. Serious injury
can result from improper use of ATVs, but with
preparation and practice, you can safely develop
and expand your riding skills. Riding ATVs can
be an enjoyable form of outdoor recreation when
done properly.
In addition to the information provided in this
booklet, it is important to carefully read and

follow the instructions and warnings contained
in the ATV owner’s manual and labels. ATVs
handle differently from other vehicles, such as
motorcycles and cars. Proper instruction and
practice are important. The ATV Rider Course, a
half-day hands-on training program, is available
nationwide. Anyone who purchased a new ATV
after December 30, 1986, and everyone in the
purchaser’s immediate family who is in the
recommended age group for the ATV purchased,
is entitled to take a training course at no
additional charge. Others can take the training
course for a small fee. Individuals who purchased
a new ATV after April 28,1988, will be entitled
to a $50.00 incentive check upon completion
of the course. Limit one incentive per ATV
purchased. Ask an authorized ATV dealer for
the details or call 1-800-887-2887 for training
information. We recommend you take advantage
of the free training program, and perform the
exercises in this booklet.
The ATV Safety Institute is a division of
the Specialty Vehicle Institute of America, a
national nonprofit association founded by the
major U.S. distributors of all-terrain vehicles.
Supporting members are:
»» American Honda Motor Co., Inc.
»» Yamaha Motor Corporation, U.S.A.
»» American Suzuki Motor Corporation
»» Kawasaki Motors Corporation, U.S.A.
»» Arctic Cat, Inc.

SNOWMOBILE TRAIL MAP
To get a full-sized version of this map, you
can pick one up at the Department of Inland
Fisheries & Wildlife Main Office, Maine
Snowmobile Clubs throughout the state and
the Maine Tourism Association.
You can also request one by mailing $2 to:
Maine Snowmobile Association
PO Box 80
Augusta, ME 04332
This year Maine is reducing the number of
trail signs we distribute to clubs. Most trails
are on private land and in order to cooperate
with landowners, reduce the cost of trails,
help the declining trail maintenance
volunteers, and follow the International
Guidelines for minimal snowmobile
trail signing. We are notifying riders to
ride the conditions they see ahead of
them at all times using caution and
take responsibility for your safety by
driving at reasonable speeds for
the conditions you see ahead.
Join a club where you ride and
help support the quality trails
we all enjoy.

THIS IS NOT A TRAIL
RIDING MAP.

It is designed to help you find local
Snowmobile Clubs and locate
Snowmobile trail systems.
Please be aware that trails may change at
any time due to wood harvesting or other
landowner activities.

A Special Thanks
to all Cooperating
Landowners without
whom these trails
would not exist!
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ARTICLE: SNOWMOBILING IN MAINE

Snowmobiling in Maine
A fun way to explore Maine's winters
Warden John MacDonald

SNOWMOBILES REGISTRATION & AGE REQUIREMENTS
REGISTRATION FEES
RESIDENTS**

$40*
(The registration for a snowmobile owned by a resident is valid for one year,
commencing on July 1st of each year. Prior to registration, sales or use taxes are due.)

NONRESIDENTS
Season – $88*
3-Day – $43*
(A person may purchase more than one 3-day registration in any season.)

AGE REQUIREMENTS
Children must be 10 years of age or older to operate a snowmobile, unaccompanied by an adult, on land other than that owned by their parent or guardian
and must be 14 years of age before crossing public ways. Anyone who allows a person under 18 years of age to operate a snowmobile is liable (jointly
with the minor’s parent or guardian) for any damages caused during operation.
* Plus Agent Fee
** "Resident" means a citizen of the United States or an alien who has been domiciled in the State for one year who:
a) if registered to vote, is registered in Maine;
b) if licensed to drive a motor vehicle, applied for, or possesses a Maine motor vehicle license;
c) if owning a motor vehicle located within the State, registered each vehicle in Maine; and…
d) is in compliance with the State income tax laws
A person who is a full-time student at a college or university in Maine and has satisfied the requirements or A through D, above, can be considered a resident.

Corporal John MacDonald
Each year, Maine Game Wardens interact with
thousands of outdoor enthusiasts from hunters
and anglers to ATV and snowmobile riders. An
average of 135,000 inspections are made every
year. Inspection numbers sometimes fluctuate
depending upon weather conditions and special
enforcement efforts. Inspections are often
proportionally related to snow depths found
across the state each year. Northern and Western
portions of Maine consistently receive moderate
Wardens are responsible for more than 13,500
miles of trails throughout the state.
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amounts of snow, often totaling well over 150
inches each year. When southern Maine finds
itself in a light snow year, registrations will often
be fewer as well. Non-residents from all over
New England choose Maine as their favorite
place to ride. Maine offers over 13,500 miles
of groomed trails that interconnect to nearly
all corners of the State. Registration totals have
fluctuated between a low of 75,235 in 2005 to a
high of 107,285 in 2002. That is a difference of

over 32,000 registrations in just 3 years.
Yearly snowmobile crash totals can fluctuate
dramatically depending upon snow depth. To
help reduce the amount of snowmobile crashes
and provide a safe sport for approximately
100,000 snowmobiling enthusiasts, Maine Game
Wardens make snowmobile law enforcement
one of their highest priorities during the winter,
dedicating thousands of hours toward law
enforcement and education. Wardens work
from their snowmobiles, at trail crossings, and
at snowmobile club meetings to help ensure
snowmobile law compliance.
Game Wardens are essentially the front door
for the Bureau of Warden Service and often
provide the only opportunity for sportspeople
to engage in conversations with an IF&W
employee. Inspections are critical to the mission
of the Warden Service for both public relations
and enforcement purposes. Both share an equally
important role for the future of the bureau.
Game Wardens regularly inspect snowmobiles
for safety and registration compliance. Wardens
also stop vehicles at fish and wildlife checkpoints
used for gathering statistics and enforcing fish
and wildlife laws. In addition, Game Wardens
have authority to stop motor vehicles for
violations observed on Maine’s highways.
A Game Warden may perform a stop of the
above vehicles either by signaling you to stop
with an obvious body gesture or with the use
of emergency blue lights and/or siren. Game
Wardens will make themselves known by
identifying themselves while in uniform or by
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What’s Your Sign?

This Is Ours!
The Black Fly Loop has the
widest variety of trails
available in the east.

Maine’s Game Wardens conduct a registration and safety check on one of the state’s trails.
Maine Wardens make over 135,000 inspections each year.

Maine Game Wardens make snowmobile law enforcement
one of their highest priorities during the winter, dedicating
thousands of hours toward law enforcement and education.

Approximately 225
miles of uncrowded trails
wander through stands of pine
and climb majestic mountains.
Maine towns and villages provide services
and amenities for all your adventures.
Please check our snowmobile trail map!
Want a map? Send S.A.S.E plus $4 to
P.O. Box 590, Stratton, ME 04982

www.Snowmobile-Maine.com
providing a badge or State law enforcement
officer credential. When signaled to stop by a
Game Warden please do as follows:
• As soon as safely possible, bring your
snowmobile to a complete stop and allow the
Game Warden to approach you. Failure to stop
for a Game Warden may result in criminal
prosecution, significant fines, and arrest.
• Be courteous and follow any directions given
by the Game Warden pertaining to the
inspection. Your cooperation will expedite the
inspection process and we will have you back
on your way as quickly as possible.
Game Wardens prefer that each interaction
with an outdoor enthusiast is a pleasant
experience. Please be polite and courteous. By
promptly complying with all requests as directed
by the Game Warden, you can help ensure a
safe, pleasant, and productive experience. Take
advantage of the opportunity to ask the Game
Warden for advice or valuable tips.

Landowner relations are essential to Maine’s
snowmobiling industry. A substantial portion
of Maine’s snowmobile trial system is located
on privately owned land. Without landowner
support and generosity, our trail system would
be in serious jeopardy. Treat land with respect,
operate at prudent speeds, and maintain the
original exhaust system on your snowmobile;
loud exhausts close trails!
Game Wardens continue to respond to
snowmobile crashes that involve either property
damage, personal injury or in some cases death.
Wardens are responsible for investigating
snowmobile crashes to gather statistics and
determine if violations of law have occurred
that may have contributed to the crash. Drunk
driving continues to be a contributing factor in
many snowmobile related crashes. Always use
good common sense, never operate beyond your
abilities, tell someone where you plan to ride and
when you will return, and never drink and drive.

Trailside Lodging!

FREE CATALOG!

Start a Camo
Business Today!

Camo4u.com
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§13001 – Definitions.
Accompanied by an adult.
“Accompanied by an adult” means
within visual and voice contact and
under the effective control of a child’s
parent or guardian or another person
21 years of age or older.
Antique Snowmobile. “Antique
Snowmobile” means a snowmobile
more than 25 years old that is
registered as an antique snowmobile
under section 13104, subsection 5.

§13003 – Payment of sales
or use tax prerequisite to
registration.
Registration of snowmobile. Prior to
registering a snowmobile, an agent of
the commissioner shall collect sales
or use tax due. Sales or use tax is due
unless:
A.

Cowling. “Cowling” means
the forward or rear portion of a
snowmobile, usually of fiberglass or
similar material, surrounding the motor
and clutch assembly.
Operate. “To operate,” in all its moods
and tenses, means: When it refers to
a snowmobile, to use a snowmobile in
any manner within the jurisdiction of
the State, whether or not the vehicle is
under way.
Owner. “Owner” means: For
the purpose of registration of a
snowmobile, a person holding title to
a snowmobile or having exclusive right
to the use of a snowmobile for a period
greater than 30 days.
Private Way. As defined by Title 23
§1903-10-A, “Private Way” means
a private road, driveway, or public
easement. “Public easement” means
an easement held by a municipality
for purposes of public access to land
or water not otherwise connected to
a public way, and includes all rights
enjoyed by the public with respect to
private ways dedicated to the public.
Protective headgear. “Protective
headgear” means a helmet that
conforms with minimum standards
of construction and performance as
prescribed by the American National
Standards Institute specification Z90.1
or by the Federal Motor Vehicle Safety
standard No. 218.
Public Way. As defined by Title 23
§1903-11 “Public Way” means any road
capable of carrying motor vehicles,
including, but not limited to, any state
highway, municipal road, county road,
unincorporated territory road, or other
road dedicated to the public
Snowmobile. “Snowmobile” means a
vehicle propelled by mechanical power
that is primarily designed to travel over
ice or snow and is supported in part by
skis, belts, or cleats.
Trail Grooming Equipment. See page
22.

§13002 – Collection by
commissioner.
The commissioner or agents of the
commissioner shall act on behalf
of the State Tax Assessor to collect
the use tax due under Title 36,
chapters 211 to 225 in respect to any
snowmobile for which an original
registration is required under this Title
at the time and place of registration of
that snowmobile.
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2.

The person registering the
snowmobile is not a resident
of this State. Snowmobiles
and snowmobile trail grooming
equipment used directly or
exclusively for the grooming of
snowmobile trails and which are
sold to incorporated non-profit
snowmobile clubs are exempt
from paying sale or use tax.

B.

The registration is a renewal
registration by the same owner;

C.

The applicant possesses a
dealer’s certificate showing that
the sales tax was collected by the
dealer. The State Tax Assessor
shall prescribe the form of a
dealer’s certificate; or

1.

Fee. See page 16. Five
dollars from each registration
fee collected pursuant to this
subsection must be transferred
to a special fund administered
by the Off-Road Vehicle Division
of the Bureau of Parks and
Lands within the Department
of Agriculture, Conservation &
Forestry. The funds must be
used to assist any entity that
has a snowmobile trail-grooming
contract with the bureau in
the purchase of trail-grooming
equipment. The funds also may
be used for the repair or overhaul
of trail-grooming equipment.
Seven dollars from each
resident fee is transferred to the
Snowmobile Trail Fund.

5.

Antique snowmobile registration
fee. A resident who owns a
snowmobile that is more than 25
years old and that is substantially
maintained in original or restored
condition may register that
snowmobile under this subsection
as an antique snowmobile. An
antique snowmobile registration
authorizes that snowmobile
to be operated only for the
purpose of traveling to, returning
from and participating in an
exhibition, parade or other event
of interest to the public or for
occasional personal use. (Antique
snowmobiles are not required to
display registration number or
stickers). The one time fee for an
antique snowmobile registration
is $33* and can only be obtained
at the Augusta office. An antique
snowmobile registration is valid
until the ownership of that antique
snowmobile is transferred to
another person. Upon the transfer
of ownership, the new owner may
reregister that snowmobile as an
antique snowmobile by paying
the $33* antique snowmobile
registration fee. The registration
fee for an antique snowmobile is
allocated according to section
10206, subsection 2, paragraph A.

B. A registration is not required
for a snowmobile operated by
a commercial ski area for the
purpose of packing snow or
for rescue operations thereon,
unless the snowmobile is
required to cross a public way
during that operation.
C. Snowmobiles owned and
operated in this State by the
Federal Government, the
State or political subdivision
of the State are exempt from
registration fees, but must
be registered and required to
display numbers.
D. Registration is not required
to field test repairs to
a snowmobile if valid
snowmobile repair shop
number plates issued under
section 13110 are affixed to the
snowmobile during the field
test and the snowmobile is
not owned by the snowmobile
repair shop or any repair shop
employee.

§13101 – Application.
This chapter applies to the operation
of snowmobiles in all areas that come
within the jurisdiction of the State.

E. Registration is not required
to field test repairs to a
snowmobile when tested on
the premises of the repair shop
when the shop is open and the
snowmobile is not owned by
the snowmobile repair shop or
any repair shop employee. See
page 22.

§13102 – License not required.
An operator’s license is not required
for the operation of a snowmobile.

2.

The following penalties apply
to violations of rules regulating
snowmobiles or the protection and
safety of spectators at snowmobile
races.
Civil. Notwithstanding section
10650, a person who violates
a rule regulating snowmobiles
or the protection and safety of
spectators at snowmobile races
commits a civil violation for which
a fine of not less than $100 nor
more than $500 may be adjudged.

4.

Operating unregistered
snowmobile. Except as provided
in this section, subsection 7 and
section 13112, a person may not
operate a snowmobile that is not
registered in accordance with this
section.
A. A registration is not required
for a snowmobile operated
over the snow on land on which
the owner lives or on land on
which the owner is domiciled,
provided the snowmobile is not
operated elsewhere within the
jurisdiction of this State.

When a law enforcement officer issues
a summons for a violation under chapter
937 or 939, the officer may impound
the snowmobile operated by the person
who receives the summons if, in the
judgment of the officer, based on actual
previous offenses by the operator or
other considerations, the operator will
continue to operate the snowmobile in
violation of chapter 937 or 939 and that
operation may be a hazard to the safety
of persons or property.
The operator or owner of a
snowmobile impounded under this
section may reclaim the snowmobile at
any time subsequent to 24 hours after
the issuance of the summons upon
payment of the costs of impoundment
to the enforcement agency
impounding the snowmobile.

1.

3-day or seasonal nonresident
registrations.

§13104 – Registration

§13006 – Impoundment of
snowmobiles.

§13103 – Rule violations;
snowmobiles and snowmobile
races.

Criminal. A person who violates
a rule regulating snowmobiles
or the protection and safety of
spectators at snowmobile races
after having been adjudicated
as having committed 3 or more
civil violations under this Part
within the previous 5-year period
commits a Class E crime.

3.

Application and issuance. The
commissioner or the commissioner’s designee may register,
and assign a registration number
to, all snowmobiles upon
application and payment of a
registration fee by the owner. The
commissioner shall charge a fee
of $1 for each registration issued
by department employees.
Form of registration. The
snowmobile registration must be
in such form as the commissioner may determine except that
the commissioner shall develop
a single form of registration
that can be used for either the

*Plus agent fee
6.

Members of armed forces
permanently stationed in
Maine. The following persons
are eligible to register any
snowmobile owned by them at
the resident fee:
A. Any person serving in the
Armed Forces of the United
States who is permanently
stationed at a military or naval
post, station or base in the
State; and
B. The spouse and children of the
person described in paragraph
A, provided that the spouse
and children permanently
reside with that person.
A member of the armed forces
described in paragraph A who
desires to register a snowmobile
shall present certification from
the commander of the post,
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station or base, or from the
commander’s designated agent,
that the member is permanently
stationed at that post, station
or base. Registration fees for
registrations pursuant to this
subsection must be allocated
as if the person registering the
snowmobile was a resident of the
municipality in which the post,
station or base is situated.
7.

D. A snowmobile owned or under
the control of a snowmobile
manufacturer may be operated
without a Maine registration
at a demonstration event
organized to occur in this State
if such operation is approved
by the commissioner. A
snowmobile manufacturer
or a representative of a
snowmobile manufacturer
must submit a request in
writing to the commissioner
at least 60 days prior to the
demonstration event and shall
include a description and the
location of the event.

Snowmobiles of nonresidents; Maine-New Hampshire
Cooperative Trails. Except as
specifically provided in this
subsection and notwithstanding
any other provision of law, a
snowmobile belonging to a
nonresident may be possessed
or operated by any person in this
State as long as the snowmobile
is properly registered in this State
in the name of a nonresident
owner of the snowmobile. Nothing
in this subsection authorizes the
operation of a snowmobile in a
manner contrary to this chapter.
A. A nonresident is ineligible to
obtain a resident registration
for a snowmobile owned by
that nonresident. Snowmobiles
and grooming equipment
registered to federal or state
entities, snowmobile clubs,
municipalities or counties from
bordering states or provinces
and engaged in trail grooming
may be operated without
being registered under this
subsection. Snowmobiles
registered in either New
Hampshire or Canada may
be operated on any lake or
pond that is partly in both the
State and New Hampshire
or Canada without being
registered in the State.
B. A snowmobile registered
in this State or in New
Hampshire may be operated
without further registration
requirements on those
portions of the Maine-New
Hampshire Cooperative
trails located in Maine. For
purposes of this paragraph,
“Maine-New Hampshire
Cooperative trails” means:
(1) New Hampshire Trail 18 as
identified in the Success
Pond - Grafton Notch area;
and
(2) Maine Trail ITS-80 as
identified in the Evans
Notch area of the White
Mountain National Forest.
C. Snowmobiles registered in
another state or in a Canadian
province may be operated
without a Maine registration
at a special event or festival
organized to occur in this State
if such operation is approved by
the commissioner. An event or
festival organizer must submit
a request in writing to the
commissioner at least 60 days
prior to the event or festival
and shall include a map of trails
where operation will be allowed.

Signs on Maine-New
Hampshire Cooperative Trails.
The Director of the Off-Road
Vehicle Division of the Bureau
of Parks and Lands within the
Department of Agriculture,
Conservation & Forestry shall
work with the director of New
Hampshire’s snowmobile program
to develop and place signs
clearly identifying the Maine-New
Hampshire Cooperative trails
as defined in the Maine Revised
Statutes, Title 12, section 13104,
subsection 7.
8.

Duplicate registration
certificate. The holder of any
resident or nonresident seasonal
registration certificate issued
under this section may obtain a
duplicate from the commissioner
upon application and payment of
a fee of $1.

9.

Repealed

10. Transfer of ownership, discontinuance of use. The following
provisions govern transfer of
ownership and discontinued use.
A. A person who transfers the
ownership or permanently
discontinues the use of a
snowmobile having a resident
registration or a nonresident
seasonal registration and
applies for registration of
another snowmobile in the
same registration year is
entitled to a registration upon
payment of a transfer fee of $4
and is not required to pay the
regular registration fee.
B. Whenever ownership is
transferred or the use of
a snowmobile for which a
registration has already been
issued is discontinued, the old
registration must be properly
signed and executed by
the owner showing that the
ownership of the snowmobile
has been transferred or its use
discontinued and returned to
the commissioner within 10
days of the transfer or discontinuance of use.
C. If there is a change of
ownership of a snowmobile
for which a registration has
previously been issued, the
new owner shall apply for a
new registration, shall set
forth the original number in the

application, and shall pay the
regular fee for the particular
snowmobile involved.
11.

Repealed

12. Repealed
12-A. Registration certificate,
inspection, and display.
A person shall provide a
registration certificate or online
registration receipt for inspection
by any law enforcement officer on
demand. A person may operate
a snowmobile registered online
without displaying the registration
stickers until they receive the
registration or for 30 days after
registering online, whichever
occurs first.
NOTE: The registration stickers must
be displayed on both sides of the
cowling.
13. Fraudulent acquisition of
snowmobile registration.
A person may not obtain
a snowmobile registration
through fraud, misstatement or
misrepresentation.
14. Report of destroyed, abandoned
or permanently removed
snowmobile. A registrant
shall notify the commissioner
if a snowmobile is destroyed,
abandoned or permanently
removed from the State.

§13105 – Snowmobile
registration agents
1.

Appointment of snowmobile
registration agents; report;
fees. Appointment of snowmobile
registration agents and applicable
fees are governed by the
following.
A. The commissioner may appoint
municipal clerks or other
persons who a municipality
may designate as municipal
agents to issue snowmobile
registrations. The commissioner may designate other
agents as necessary to issue
snowmobile registrations. The
commissioner shall determine
by rule the period when the
agents shall act.
B. Agents may charge a service
fee of not more than $1 for
each snowmobile renewal
registration issued and $2 for
each registration covered by
sections 13002 to 13005. This
service fee is retained by the
agent.
C. An agent is delinquent if that
agent fails to forward to the
commissioner funds collected
by that agent by the date
established in rules adopted
under this subsection. Failure
to remit the funds as provided
in this subsection results in the
following sanctions, in addition
to any other provided by law.

Lakeside
Family Cabin
Rentals

Premier Lodging on
Moosehead Lake!
• Park & Ride - Easy Lake and Trail Access
• Minutes to Town - Greenville’s Best
• Maine Mountain Snowmobiling - Lots of Wildlife!
• Guide Services - Ice Shack Rentals
• Sledding with Bullwinkle Tours

Four Season Scenic Lakeside Lodging
Free Wifi - Dish TV

Call 207-695-0242
www.mooseheadcabins.com
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(2) If the agent has not paid
the amount owed by the
60th day after the agent
becomes delinquent, the
commissioner shall assess
a surcharge of 5% of the
principal amount owed.
(3) If an agent is delinquent for
more than 150 days or is
delinquent 3 or more times
in one year, the commissioner shall:
(a) Terminate the agency for
the balance of the year;
and
(b) Order that the agency not
be renewed for the next
year.
Rules adopted pursuant to this
subsection are routine technical
rules as defined in Title 5, chapter
375, subchapter 2-A.
2.

Unlawful issuance of
snowmobile registration. An
agent may not issue a resident
snowmobile registration to a
nonresident or a nonresident
snowmobile registration to a
resident.

§13106-A – Operation of
snowmobile
1.

No permission given. This
chapter does not give license or
permission to cross or go on the
property of another.

2.

Stop and identify requirement.
Persons operating a snowmobile
upon the land of another shall
stop and identify themselves
upon the request of the
landowner or the landowner’s
duly authorized representative.

3.

Operating snowmobile upon
controlled access highway.
Except as provided in paragraph
A, a person may not operate a
snowmobile upon a controlled
access highway or within the
right-of-way limits of a controlled
access highway.
A. A person may operate a
snowmobile upon a controlled
access highway or within
the right-of-way limits of a
controlled access highway
in accordance with this
paragraph.
(1) A person on a properly
registered snowmobile
may cross controlled
access highways by use
of bridges over or roads
under those highways, or
by use of roads crossing
controlled access
highways at grade.
(2) The Commissioner of
Transportation may
issue special permits for
designated crossings
of controlled access
highways.

4.
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Unlawfully operating
snowmobile on plowed road.
A person may not operate a

so declared by a police agency
having jurisdiction and when
travel by conventional motor
vehicles is not practicable. This
paragraph does not apply to
a snowmobile operated by a
public utility regulated by the
Public Utilities Commission
while being operated in the
course of the utility’s corporate
function, so that public utilities
may effectively and speedily
carry out their obligations to the
public.

snowmobile upon any plowed
private road, or public road
plowed privately without public
compensation, after having
been forbidden to do so by the
owner thereof, the owner’s agent
or a municipal official, either
personally or by appropriate
notices posted conspicuously on
that road.
5.

Operating snowmobile on
public way. Except as provided
in subsection 4 and this
subsection, a person may not
operate a snowmobile upon
the main traveled portion,
the sidewalks or the plowed
snowbanks of a public way.

G. Notwithstanding paragraphs
A to F, a snowmobile may
be operated on the extreme
right of a public way within
the built-up portion of a
municipality or unorganized
or unincorporated township if
the appropriate governmental
unit has designated the public
way as a snowmobile-access
route for the purpose of
allowing snowmobiles access
to places of business. A
public way designated by an
appropriate governmental unit
as a snowmobile-access route
must be posted conspicuously
at regular intervals by that
governmental unit with highly
visible signs designating
the snowmobile-access
route. Before designating a
public way as a snowmobileaccess route, the appropriate
governmental unit shall make
appropriate determinations
that snowmobile travel on the
extreme right of the public way
may be conducted safely and
will not interfere with vehicular
traffic on the public way. For
purposes of this paragraph,
“appropriate governmental
unit” means the Department
of Transportation, county
commissioners or municipal
officers within their respective
jurisdictions. The jurisdiction
of each appropriate governmental unit over public ways
pursuant to this paragraph is
the same as its jurisdiction
over the passage of vehicles
on public ways pursuant to
Title 29-A, section 2395.
Municipal or county law
enforcement officials having
jurisdiction have primary
enforcement authority over
any route established under
this paragraph.

B. A properly registered
snowmobile may be operated
on a public way only the
distance necessary, but
in no case to exceed 500
yards, on the extreme right
of the traveled way for the
sole purpose of crossing, as
directly as possible, a bridge,
overpass or underpass,
provided that that operation
can be made in safety and
that it does not interfere with
vehicular traffic approaching
from either direction on the
public way.
C. A snowmobile may be
operated on any portion
of a public way when the
public way has been closed
in accordance with Title 23,
section 2953.

E. A snowmobile may be operated
on streets and public ways
during a period of emergency
when the emergency has been

Failing to yield right-of-way
while operating snowmobile. A
person shall yield the right-ofway to all vehicular traffic while
operating a snowmobile on
a public way or a private way
maintained for travel.

8.

Crossing a closed bridge,
culvert, overpass or underpass
with snowmobile. This
subsection applies to the
crossing with a snowmobile
of a bridge, culvert, overpass
or underpass closed
to snowmobiles by the
Commissioner of Transportation.

F. A snowmobile may be
operated on streets and public
ways in special snowmobile
events of limited duration
conducted according to a
prearranged schedule and
under a permit from the
governmental unit having
jurisdiction.

A. A properly registered
snowmobile may
be operated on a public way
only the distance necessary,
but in no case to exceed
500 yards, on the extreme
right of the traveled way for
the purpose of crossing, as
directly as possible, a public
way, sidewalk or culvert.

D. If the main traveled portion of
a public way is publicly plowed
and utilized by conventional
motor vehicles, a snowmobile
may be operated only on
that portion of the way not
maintained or utilized for the
operation of conventional
motor vehicles, except that
operation on the left side of
the way is prohibited during
the hours from sunset to
sunrise on the portion of the
way not maintained or utilized
for the operation of conventional motor vehicles. This
paragraph does not apply to
a snowmobile operated by a
public utility regulated by the
Public Utilities Commission
while being operated in the
course of the utility’s corporate
function, so that public utilities
may effectively and speedily
carry out their obligations to
the public.

7.

6.

Failing to stop snowmobile
before entering public way. A
person shall bring a snowmobile
to a complete stop before
entering a public way or a private
way maintained for travel.

A. A person may not cross
with a snowmobile a bridge,
culvert, overpass or underpass
closed to snowmobiles
by the Commissioner of
Transportation.
(1) The Commissioner of
Transportation may,
following a public hearing,
prohibit the crossing of an
individual bridge, culvert,
overpass or underpass
if the commissioner
determines that that
crossing or use of the
public way is hazardous.
(2) Any bridge, culvert,
overpass or underpass
closed by the
Commissioner of
Transportation must be
posted by appropriate
notices.
9.

Reckless operation of a
snowmobile. A person may not
operate a snowmobile in such
a way as to recklessly create a
substantial risk of serious bodily
injury to another person.

10. Operating a snowmobile to
endanger. A person may not
operate a snowmobile so as to
endanger any person or property
by:
A. Operating the snowmobile
except at a reasonable and
prudent speed for the existing
conditions, including when
approaching and crossing an
intersection or railway grade
crossing, when approaching
and taking a curve, when
approaching a hill crest, when
traveling upon any narrow
or winding trail and when a
special hazard exists with
respect to pedestrians, skiers
or other traffic by reason of
weather or trail conditions; or
B. Operating the snowmobile in a
manner that fails to control its
speed at all times as necessary
to avoid colliding with any
person, vehicle, snowmobile or
other object on or adjacent to
the snowmobile trail.
11.

Operating a snowmobile at
greater than reasonable and
prudent speed. A person may
not operate a snowmobile except
at a reasonable and prudent
speed for the existing conditions.
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12. Operating a snowmobile while
underage. A person under 14
years of age may not operate a
snowmobile across any public
way maintained for travel.

A. A person may not operate
a snowmobile unless the
snowmobile has mounted:
(1) On the front at least one
headlight capable of
casting a white beam for
a distance of at least 100
feet directly ahead of the
snowmobile; and

13. Permitting an unaccompanied
child to operate a snowmobile.
A person may not permit a child
under 10 years of age to operate
a snowmobile unless the child is
accompanied by an adult. This
subsection does not apply on
land that is owned by the parent
or guardian or on land where
permission for use has been
granted to the parent or guardian.
14. Snowmobile noise level limits.
This subsection governs noise
levels for snowmobiles.
A. Except as provided in section
13112, a person may not:

(2) On the rear at least
one lamp capable of
displaying a red light
visible at a distance of at
least 100 feet behind the
snowmobile.
16. Required use of snowmobile
lights. Except as provided in
section 13112, a person shall
use lights as specified in this
subsection.
A. A person shall use snowmobile
lights:

(1) Operate a snowmobile
that exceeds the noise
limits for that snowmobile
established in paragraph
B; or
(2) Operate a snowmobile with
an exhaust system that has
been modified in a manner
that amplifies or otherwise
increases total noise
emission above that of the
snowmobile as originally
constructed, regardless of
the date of manufacture.
B. The following noise levels are
established:
(1) Every snowmobile
manufactured after
February 1, 1975, and
offered for sale or sold
in this State must be
constructed to limit total
vehicle noise to not more
than 78 decibels of sound
pressure level at 50 feet on
the “A” scale, as measured
by the SAE standards
J-192;
(2) Snowmobiles
manufactured after
October 1, 1973, but on or
before February 1, 1975,
and offered for sale or
sold in this State must be
constructed to limit the
total vehicle noise to not
more than 82 decibels of
sound pressure level at
50 feet on the “A” scale,
as measured by the SAE
standards J-192; and
(3) Snowmobiles
manufactured on or before
October 1, 1973 are not
subject to a specific noise
level, except that they may
not be modified in violation
of this subsection.
15. Snowmobile headlight
and taillight equipment
requirements. Except as
provided in section 13112,
a person may not operate a
snowmobile that is not equipped
as provided in this subsection.

17.

operate a snowmobile within
200 feet of a dwelling, hospital,
nursing home, convalescent
home or church.
A. This subsection does not
apply when a person is
operating a snowmobile:
(1) On public ways in
accordance with
subsections 5, 6, 7 and 8
or on controlled access
highways in accordance
with subsection 3,
paragraph A;
(2) On the frozen surface of
any body of water; and
(3) On land the operator owns
or is permitted to use.
20. Abuse of another person’s
property. A person may not,
while operating a snowmobile:

(1) During the period from 1/2
hour after sunset to 1/2
hour before sunrise; and

A. Tear down or destroy a fence
or wall on another person’s
land;

(2) At any time when, due
to insufficient light or
unfavorable atmospheric
conditions caused by
fog or otherwise, other
persons, vehicles and
other objects are not
clearly discernible for a
distance of 500 feet ahead.

B. Leave open a gate or bar on
another person’s land; or

Unlawfully operating
snowmobile on railroad tracks.
The following provisions govern
the operation of a snowmobile
on railroad tracks or railroad
rights-of-way.
A. A person may not operate a
snowmobile along or adjacent
and parallel to the tracks of
a railroad within the limits
of a railroad right-of-way
without written permission
from the railroad owning the
right-of-way.
B. A person may not operate a
snowmobile across the tracks
of a railroad after having been
forbidden to do so by the
railroad owning the railroad
right-of-way, or by an agent of
that railroad, either personally
or by appropriate notices
posted conspicuously along
the railroad right-of-way.
C. Notwithstanding this
subsection, a person may
operate a snowmobile on
railroad tracks if the person
is operating within the rightof-way of a portion of railroad
line that has been officially
abandoned under the authority
of the Interstate Commerce
Commission.

18. Operating snowmobile in
cemetery. A person may not
operate a snowmobile in any
cemetery, burial place or burying
ground.
19. Operating too close to certain
buildings. A person may not

C. Trample or destroy crops on
another person’s land.
21. Snowmobile owner; operation
by another. A person is in
violation of this subsection if
that person is the owner of a
snowmobile that is operated in
violation of this chapter.
22. Parent or guardian; operation
by minor. A person is in violation
of this subsection if that person
is the parent or guardian
responsible for the care of a
minor under 18 years of age who
is operating a snowmobile in
violation of this chapter.
23. Repealed
24. Operating snowmobile on
open water. A person may not
operate or attempt to operate
a snowmobile on open water.
For purposes of this subsection,
“open water” means any area of
an inland water body that is free
of ice and snow. This subsection
does not apply to private ponds.
Notwithstanding Title 17, section
2267-A, subsection 3, the owner
or operator of a snowmobile
that has been submerged or
partially submerged as a result
of a violation of this subsection
shall remove the snowmobile
within 24 hours of its submersion.
The owner or operator of a
snowmobile submerged or
partially submerged as a result
of a violation of this subsection
shall pay any damages resulting
from the submersion or removal.
If the owner or operator of a
snowmobile submerged or
partially submerged as the result
of a violation of this subsection
fails to remove the snowmobile
within 24 hours of its submersion,
the commissioner may remove
the snowmobile at the expense of
the owner or operator or request
in writing that the court direct the

owner or operator to remove the
snowmobile immediately.
25. Headgear required. This
subsection applies to
snowmobile trails funded by
the Snowmobile Trail Fund of
the Department of Agriculture,
Conservation and Forestry,
Bureau of Parks & Lands.
A. A person operating a
snowmobile on a snowmobile
trail identified by the
Department of Agriculture,
Conservation and Forestry,
Bureau of Parks and Lands
as having been funded by
the Snowmobile Trail Fund
pursuant to section 1893,
subsection 3:
(1) If the person is under 18
years of age, shall wear
protective headgear that
conforms to the standards
established under Title
29-A, section 2083,
subsection 3; and
(2) May not carry a passenger
under 18 years of age on
the snowmobile unless
the passenger is wearing
protective headgear that
conforms to the standards
established under Title
29-A, section 2083,
subsection 3.
B. The Department of Agriculture,
Conservation and Forestry,
Bureau of Parks and Lands
shall develop an administratively simple means
of identifying trails that
have been funded by the
Snowmobile Trail Fund so that
snowmobile riders can readily
determine to which trails this
subsection applies.
26. Operating snowmobile left of
center of snowmobile trail.
A person may not operate a
snowmobile to the left of the
center on a snowmobile trail that
is funded in whole or in part by
the Snowmobile Trail Fund when
approaching or navigating a
curve, corner, grade, or hill.
For the purpose of this subsection,
"snowmobile trail" means a trail
that is at least wide enough to
allow two snowmobiles to pass
safely in opposite directions
and where the snow over the
entire width of the trail has
been mechanically packed and
groomed for the purpose of
snowmobile traffic.

§13107 – Unlawfully operating
vehicle on snowmobile trail.
A person may not operate any
4-wheel-drive vehicle, dune buggy,
all-terrain vehicle, motorcycle or
any other motor vehicle, other than
a snowmobile and appurtenant
equipment, on snowmobile trails
that are financed in whole or in part
with funds from the Snowmobile
Trail Fund, unless that use has been
authorized by the landowner or the
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LAWS AND RULES: SNOWMOBILE
landowner’s agent, or unless the use
is necessitated by an emergency
involving safety of persons or
property. Exception: ATV's with tracks,
registered as snowmobile can be
operated on a snowmobile trail.

§13110 – Snowmobile repair
shop registration and license
1.

§13109 – Dealer’s registration
and license.
1.

Application and issuance. A
person may not engage in the
business of selling new or used
snowmobiles in the State unless
the person has registered as
a dealer and secured a valid
dealer’s license from the commissioner. A dealer so registered
and licensed need not register
individual snowmobiles. For the
purposes of this subsection,
“new snowmobile” means a
snowmobile that has not been
registered in this State or any
other state or for which sales tax
has not been paid in this State
or any other state if that other
state taxes the purchase of a new
snowmobile.

2.

Fees. The dealer’s registration
and license fee is $15 annually
from each July 1st.

3.

Dealer’s number plates. Dealer’s
number plates must be provided
and obtained as follows.
A. A registered dealer may
receive dealer’s number
plates. The annual fee for a
dealer’s number plate is:
(1) For a resident dealer’s
plate, $16; and

2.

Fee. The commissioner shall set
the fee for a snowmobile repair
shop license. The fee may not
exceed $15 for any 12-month
period.

3.

Field testing repairs on
unregistered snowmobiles.
The owner of a snowmobile
repair shop licensed under this
section may operate or allow
the operation of an unregistered
snowmobile for the purpose
of field testing repairs to that
snowmobile if:
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Display of dealer’s number.
Dealers shall display their
dealer’s number on each
snowmobile being used until
the sale of the snowmobile,
whereupon it becomes the
owner’s responsibility to register
the snowmobile.

Prohibition; penalty. A
person may not rent or lease a
snowmobile in violation of this
section.

1.

Registration and issuance.
Except as provided in this
section, a person or business
may not rent or lease a
snowmobile unless that person or
business:
A. Registers with the department
as a snowmobile rental agent
and is issued a snowmobile
rental agent certificate from
the commissioner;
B. Obtains a Maine certificate of
number for each snowmobile
being offered for rent or lease
in the name of the person
or business holding that
certificate; and
C. Instructs each person who
rents or leases a snowmobile
how to operate the
snowmobile, including how to
use the brake, throttle and kill
switch, and provides to that
person a pamphlet describing
proper hand signals.

2.

Exception; guides. This section
does not apply to a person
lawfully engaged in guiding
activities under section 12853
who accompanies others on
guided trips that include the use
of snowmobiles, except that
such a person must provide
the operators of snowmobiles
with instructions equivalent to
those described in subsection 1,
paragraph C.

3.

Application and issuance.
The commissioner may register
trail grooming equipment upon
application by the owner if the
owner is a non-profit organization
that has an approved contract for
snowmobile trail grooming with
the Department of Agriculture,
Conservation and Forestry,
Bureau of Parks and Lands,
Off-Road Vehicle Division or a
person that can provide proof
to the department at the time
of application that the person
is a member of an organization
eligible to register trail grooming
equipment under this section.
The commissioner may establish
procedures necessary to carry
out the purposes of this section.

4.

Form of registration. The trail
grooming equipment registration
must be in such form as the
commissioner may determine.

5.

Fee. The registration fee for
trail grooming equipment is
a one-time fee of $33*. The
registration fee is valid from the
date of issuance until the date
that the equipment is sold or
transferred. Revenue from the
registration fee is allocated as
shown below:

§13112 – Racing meets.
Notwithstanding section 10650 and
section 13106-A, subsections 14, 15
and 16, snowmobiles operated at
a prearranged racing meet whose
sponsor has obtained a permit to hold
such a meet from the commissioner
are exempt from the provisions of this
chapter concerning registration, noise,
horsepower and lights during the time
of operation at such meets and at all
prerace practices at the location of
the meet.

§13113 – Registration of trail
grooming equipment.
1.

Definitions. For purposes of
this section, “trail grooming
equipment” means a
self-propelled vehicle that:
C. Is driven by a track or tracks in
contact with the snow; and
D. Is performing snowmobile
trail maintenance by plowing,
leveling, or compacting snow
by use of a front plow or rear
attachments that include
but are not limited to rollers,
compactor bars, or trail drags.

§13111 – Snowmobile rental
agent certificate

C. If a dealer’s number plate
is lost or stolen, the owner
shall notify the commissioner
immediately.

5.

4.

B. The snowmobile is not owned
by the snowmobile repair shop
or any person employed by the
repair shop.

B. Replacement for lost or stolen
dealer’s number plates may
be obtained for a fee of $5 for
each plate.

Temporary registrations and
numbers. The commissioner
may issue temporary numbers
and registrations for snowmobiles
to bona fide dealers who may,
upon the sale or exchange of a
snowmobile, issue them to new
owners in order to allow them
to operate snowmobiles for a
period of 20 consecutive days
after the day of sale in lieu of a
permanent number as required
by this chapter. The fee for each
temporary registration certificate
is $1.

Fee. The fee for a snowmobile
rental agent certificate is $25. The
certificate is valid from July 1st to
June 30th.

A. Valid snowmobile repair shop
number plates issued under
this section are affixed to the
snowmobile during the field
test; and

(2) For a nonresident dealer’s
plate, $60.

4.

Application and issuance. A
person whose business includes
repairing snowmobiles but who is
not required to be licensed as a
snowmobile dealer under section
13109 may register that business
entity as a snowmobile repair
shop and secure a snowmobile
repair shop license and number
plate from the commissioner.

3.

2.

Operating unregistered trail
grooming equipment. Except as
provided in this section, a person
may not operate trail grooming
equipment on a snowmobile
trail that is financed in whole or
in part by the Snowmobile Trail
Fund unless that trail grooming
equipment is registered in
accordance with this section.
A. A registration is not required
for trail grooming equipment
operated on land on which
the owner lives or on land on
which the owner is domiciled,
if the trail grooming equipment
is not operated elsewhere
within the jurisdiction of this
State.

• 22% General Fund
• 52% Snowmobile Trail Fund
at Department of Agriculture,
Conservation & Forestry,
Division of Parks & Public
Lands
• 26% Municipality of County
* Plus agent fee.
6.

Fraudulent acquisition of
trail grooming registration.
A person may not obtain a trail
grooming equipment registration
through fraud, misstatement, or
misrepresentation.

NOTE: Qualified snowmobile trail
grooming equipment is exempt from
sales tax. Sales to incorporated
non-profit snowmobile clubs of
snowmobiles and snowmobile trail
grooming equipment used directly
and exclusively for the grooming of
snowmobile trails.

B. A registration is not required
for trail grooming equipment
operated by a commercial ski
area for the purpose of packing
snow or for rescue operation,
unless the trail grooming
equipment is required to
cross a public way during that
operation.
C. Trail grooming equipment
owned and operated by the
Federal Government, the
State, or a political subdivision
of the State is exempt from
registration fees, but must be
registered and is required to
display the registration.
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BUILT FOR THE
HARDEST WORKING
HUNTERS ON EARTH.
The All-New Viking VI. The World’s First True 6-Person SxS.
One look at the all-new Viking™ VI and it’s lights out for the competition. From the industry’s most
durable drivetrain and exclusive Ultramatic® transmission with dual-range and all-wheel downhill
engine braking, to On-Command® 4WD, plus class-leading comfort and cabin room, nothing else
comes close. If you’re searching for the ultimate six-person SxS, your hunt just ended.

™

To see Viking VI in action scan:

™

For your nearest Pro Yamaha dealer and to learn more about the all-new Viking VI, visit YamahaViking.com
Most durable drivetrain claim based on a 2013 Yamaha sourced SxS owner study. Yamaha SxS owners reported fewer CVT/belt drivetrain problems than competitive owners. · Always protect the environment and wear your seat belt, helmet, eye protection and protective
clothing. Read the owner’s manual and product warning labels before operation. Viking VI shown with optional accessories on private property. ©2014 Yamaha Motor Corporation, U.S.A. All rights reserved.

LAWS AND RULES: SUMMARY OF PENALTIES FOR SNOWMOBILE
This is a summary of penalties for snowmobile. For full language please refer to Title 12.
hill crest, when traveling upon
any narrow or winding trail and
when a special hazard exists with
respect to pedestrians, skiers or
other traffic by reason of weather
or trail conditions; or

Operating under the influence. See
page 14.

§10651, 1-C – Failure to stop
for a law enforcement officer.
A person may not fail or refuse to stop
any snowmobile on request or signal of
any law enforcement officer in uniform
whose duty it is to enforce snowmobile
laws. A person who violates this
provision commits a Class E crime.

§13106-A, 9 – Reckless
operation of snowmobile.
A person may not operate a
snowmobile in such a way as to
recklessly create a substantial risk of
serious bodily injury to another person.
A person who violates this provision
commits a Class D crime.

§13106-A, 10 – Operating
snowmobile to endanger.

Photo courtesy Paul Cyr

A person may not operate a
snowmobile so as to endanger any
person or property by:
•

Operating the snowmobile except
at a reasonable and prudent
speed for the existing conditions,
including when approaching
and crossing an intersection
or railway grade crossing,
when approaching and taking
a curve, when approaching a

•

Operating the snowmobile in a
manner that fails to control its
speed at all times as necessary
to avoid colliding with any
person, vehicle, snowmobile or
other object on or adjacent to the
snowmobile trail.

A person who violates this
subsection commits a Class E
crime.

§13106-A, 11 – Operating
snowmobile at greater than
reasonable and prudent
speed.

•

Leave open a gate or bar on
another person's land; or

•

Trample or destroy crops on
another person's land.

A person who violates this
subsection commits a Class E
crime.

§10902, 1 –Suspension or
revocation of, or refusal to
issue a license or permit.
Any conviction or adjudication for a
violation of this Part is grounds for
suspension of any license or permit
issued under this Part. Except where
provided by law, the commissioner
shall determine the suspension period.
To suspend a license or permit based
upon a conviction or adjudication,
the commissioner shall follow the
procedures under section 10903.

A person may not operate a
snowmobile except at a reasonable
and prudent speed for the existing
conditions. A person who violates
this subsection commits a Class E
crime.

§13106-A, 20 - Abuse of
another person's property.
A person may not while operating a
snowmobile:
•

Tear down or destroy a fence or
wall on another person's land;

CANADIAN BORDER CROSSING
1) You must stop at customs to cross a Canadian/U.S. border. The penalty for not stopping is $5,000 and loss of your snowmobile.
2) Y
 ou must have a “Trail Pass” to ride Quebec and New Brunswick trails. In Quebec pick up your pass from the first club or the
Federation of Clubs for Snowmobiles; telephone: (514) 252-3076. In New Brunswick pick up your pass from the first New Brunswick
Federation of Snowmobile Clubs (NBFSC) checkpoint (on the trail) or arrange to purchase from the NBFSC, telephone: (506) 3252625; Fax: (506) 325-2627.
3) T
 rail 89/75 (Jackman) and Trail 85/19 (Fort Kent) crossing is open 24 hours/ 7 days a week.
4) M
 ajor ME/NB crossings are all open 24 hours/7 days a week. For local information contact: Ross Antworth, New Brunswick
Federation of Snowmobile Clubs (506) 325-2625. A trail pass is required and you must have personal liability insurance, by New
Brunswick law, on your snowmobile. The insurance can be from your state of origin and must be available for viewing if asked for by a
peace officer. Collision, theft and fire insurance are recommended but not mandatory.
5) Y
 ou must have your snowmobile registered, by New Brunswick law, in your state of origin.
6) T
 rail 92/95 crossing is only open:
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Day

US Time

Canadian Time

Monday

6:00 am – 2:00 pm

9:00 am – 5:00 pm

Tuesday

6:00 am – 2:00 pm

9:00 am – 5:00 pm

Wednesday

6:00 am – 2:00 pm

9:00 am – 5:00 pm

Thursday

6:00 am – 2:00 pm

9:00 am – 5:00 pm

Friday

6:00 am – 2:00 pm

9:00 am – 5:00 pm

Saturday & Sunday

Closed

Closed
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LAWS AND RULES: ACCIDENT INFORMATION
ACCIDENTS INVOLVING
PERSONAL INJURY
OR DEATH
1.

The Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife encourages all land users to voluntarily seek
permission whenever possible. In turn, the Outdoor Partners landowner relations program would
ask all landowners to consider using the courtesy card system.

Law enforcement officer
notification. The operator of a
recreational vehicle in an accident
that results in personal injury or
death of a person shall immediately
report the accident, by the
quickest means of communication,
to the available law enforcement
officer nearest to the place where
the accident occurred.
A. The owner of a recreational
vehicle who knows that the
machine was involved in an
accident as described in this
subsection shall report the
accident as provided in this
subsection if the operator
of the recreational vehicle is
unknown.

2.

WHAT WE DO WHEN NO ONE IS WATCHING

Provide information to injured
party. The operator or a person
acting on behalf of the operator of
a recreational vehicle involved in an
accident shall provide to an injured
person or the operator or an
occupant of any other recreational
vehicle involved in the accident
A. The operator’s name and
address; and
B. The registration number of the
operator’s recreational vehicle.

Land user’s respect for the property rights of the landowner will lead to positive and cooperative
relations—and a positive, productive experience. It’s not only courtesy — it’s the right thing to do.
For more information call the Landowner Relations Coordinator, Rick Laflamme, at (207) 287-5240 or
log onto www.mefishwildlife.com

3.

Render assistance. The operator
of a recreational vehicle involved
in an accident shall render
reasonable assistance to an
injured person.

4.

Penalties. A person who violates
this section commits a Class E
crime.

5.

Aggravated punishment
category. Notwithstanding
subsection 4, a person who
intentionally, knowingly, or
recklessly fails to comply with
this section when the accident
resulted in serious bodily injury,

as defined in Title 17-A, section 2,
subsection 23, or death, commits
a Class C crime.

ACCIDENT REPORTS
1.

Report requirements. A person
shall give notice of a recreational
vehicle accident within 72 hours
to the commissioner on forms
provided by the commissioner if
the person is:
A. The operator of a recreational
vehicle involved in an accident
that does not result in injuries

requiring the services of a
physician or in the death of a
person but involves property
damage estimated to cost
$1,000 or more;
B. A person acting for the
operator of a recreational
vehicle described in paragraph
A; or
C. The owner of a recreational
vehicle described in paragraph
A having knowledge of the
accident, if the operator of
the recreational vehicle is
unknown.

ATV & SNOWMOBILE SAFETY
Taking a ride on an ATV, UTV or snowmobile is a great way to be
active and enjoy the beautiful Maine outdoors. Following safety
precautions, rules and common sense are necessary ways to
ensure your ride on one of these machines is as safe as it is fun.

When it comes to snowmobiling, the safest rule is to never
cross lakes or rivers, since doing so puts you at risk of plunging
through the ice. If you decide to snowmobile on ice, make sure
the ice is safely frozen and only trust your own judgment.

ATVs and UTVs are intended for off-road use and may be difficult
to control on pavement and other surfaces. Different ATV models
handle differently so it’s important to familiarize yourself with
each machine you ride by reading the owner’s manual and
following the safety, maintenance and operational guidelines.

Drowning is a leading cause of snowmobile fatalities so buying a
buoyant snowmobile suit could be a life-saving decision. If you
do go through the ice, your helmet and snowmobile suit, even
if it’s non-buoyant, may keep you afloat for several minutes. Try
sliding back onto the ice, using anything sharp to dig in for pull.
Kicking your feet like a seal can help propel you onto the ice.

Because ATVs can cause serious injuries if used improperly,
riders should also know their own abilities and limitations and
never overdrive their machine just to keep up with others or
impress someone.
If you have a youngster who is going to operate or ride on
an ATV, they should be supervised at all times by an adult.
Attending a safety course will provide the youngster with a
wealth of knowledge. While a child may be the recommended
age to operate an ATV, the supervising adult needs to take the
youngster’s strength, skills and judgment into consideration
when deciding if they are fit to ride.
Having a pre-ride safety checklist is a good idea for all riders and
includes checking the mechanical condition of the machine and
making sure you have spare parts, survival items and personal
items needed for safety and comfort.

If the ice keeps breaking, continue moving toward the shore or
the direction from which you came. Don’t remove your gloves
or mitts. Once on the ice, you should roll away from the hole,
making sure not to stand up until you are well away from it.
Snowmobile operators should also always know the area they
ride in, ride at safe speeds, signal their riding intentions, watch
for other snowmobilers and never operate under the influence of
drugs or alcohol.
Always remember: ATVs, UTVs and snowmobiles are not toys,
so taking these precautions can mean the difference between an
enjoyable time and a dangerous one.

Riders should also leave a trip plan with someone else that lists
their destination, travel times, contact information and anything
else that could aid in finding a rider who gets lost or injured.
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LAWS AND RULES: LIABILITY
Title 12 MRSA, §10001

3.

Definitions.
"Guide" means a person who receives
any form of remuneration for that
person's services in accompanying
or assisting a person in the fields or
forests or on waters or ice within the
jurisdiction of the State while hunting,
fishing, trapping, boating, snowmobiling, using an all-terrain vehicle or
camping at a primitive camping area.

A. Extend any assurance that the
premises are safe for those
purposes;
B. Make the person to whom
permission is granted an invitee
or licensee to whom a duty of
care is owed; or

Title 14 MRSA, §159-A – Limited
liability for recreational of
harvesting activities
1.

C. Assume responsibility or incur
liability for any injury to person
or property caused by any
act of persons to whom the
permission is granted even if
that injury occurs on property of
another person.

Definitions.
A. “Premises” shall mean
improved and unimproved
lands, private ways, roads, any
buildings or structures on those
lands and waters standing on,
flowing through or adjacent
to those lands. "Premises"
includes railroad property,
railroad rights-of-way and
utility corridors to which public
access is permitted.

4.

B. For an injury suffered in any
case where permission to
pursue any recreational or
harvesting activities was
granted for a consideration
other than the consideration, if
any, paid to the following:
(1) The landowner or the
landowner’s agent by the
State; or
(2) The landowner or the
landowner’s agent for use
of the premises on which
the injury was suffered,
as long as the premises
are not used primarily for
commercial recreational
purposes and as long as the
user has not been granted
the exclusive right to make
use of the premises for
recreational activities; or
C. For an injury caused, by
acts of persons to whom
permission to pursue any
recreational or harvesting
activities was granted, to
other persons to whom the
person granting permission,
or the owner, lessee,
manager, holder of an
easement or occupant of
the premises, owed a duty
to keep the premises safe or
to warn of danger.

C. “Occupant” includes, but is
not limited to, an individual,
corporation, partnership,
association or other legal entity
that constructs or maintains
trails or other improvements for
public recreational use.
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Limited Duty. An owner, lessee,
manager, holder of an easement or
occupant of premises does not have
a duty of care to keep the premises
safe for entry or use by others for
recreational or harvesting activities
or to give warning of any hazardous
condition, use, structure or activity
on these premises to persons
entering for those purposes. This
subsection applies regardless of
whether the owner, lessee, manager,
holder of an easement or occupant
has given permission to another to
pursue recreational or harvesting
activities on the premises.

Limitations on section. This
section shall not limit the liability
which would otherwise exist:
A. For a willful or malicious failure
to guard or to warn against
a dangerous condition, use,
structure or activity;

B. “Recreational or harvesting
activities” means recreational
activities conducted out-ofdoors, including hunting, fishing,
trapping, camping, environmental education and research,
hiking, recreational caving,
sight-seeing, operating snow
traveling and all-terrain vehicles,
skiing, hang-gliding, noncommercial aviation activities, dog
sledding, equine activities,
boating, sailing, canoeing,
rafting, biking, picnicking,
swimming or activities that
involve harvesting or gathering
forest, field or marine products.
It includes entry of, volunteer
maintenance and improvement
of, use of and passage over
premises in order to pursue
these activities. “Recreational or
harvesting activities” does not
include commercial agricultural
or timber harvesting.

2.

Permissive Use. An owner, lessee
manager, holder of an easement
or occupant who gives permission
to another to pursue recreational
or harvesting activities on the
premises shall not thereby:

5.

No duty created. Nothing in this
section creates a duty of care or
ground of liability for injury to a
person or property.

6.

Costs and fees. The court shall
award any direct legal costs,
including reasonable attorney’s
fees, to an owner, lessee, manager,
holder of an easement or occupant
who is found not to be liable for
injury to a person or property
pursuant to this section.

Title 14 MRSA, §7551-B –
Trespass damages
Any person who intentionally enters the
land of another without permission and
causes damage to property is liable to
the owner in a civil action if the person:
damages or throws down any fence,
bar or gate; leaves a gate open; breaks
glass; damages any road, drainage ditch,
culvert, bridge, sign or paint marking;
or does other damage to any structure
on property not that person’s own or
throws, drops, deposits, discards,
dumps or otherwise disposes of litter,
as defined in Title 17, section 2263,
subsection 2, in any manner or amount,
on property that is not that person’s own.
If the damage is intentional the
person doing the damage is liable
to the owner for 2 times the actual
damage plus additional costs which
includes the attorney fees of the
landowner, costs and the value of the
owner’s time spent on involvement
in an enforcement proceeding; if the
damage is not caused intentionally,
the person is liable to the owner for
the actual damages plus the costs
described above.
For damage to property under this
section the owner's damages may be
measured either by the replacement
value of the damaged property or by the
cost of repairing the damaged property.
For damages for disposing of litter, the
owner's damages include the direct
costs associated with properly disposing
of the litter, including obtaining permits,
and the costs associated with any site
remediation work undertaken as a result
of the litter.

• One vertical “OSHA Safety
Purple” stripe at least one inch
in width and at least 8 inches
in length means “Access by
Permission Only” when it is
placed on trees, posts or stones
between three and five feet off
the ground.
These signs or paint stripes must mark
the property at distances no more than
100 feet apart at locations that are
readily visible to any person approaching
the property, and at all vehicular access
entries from a public road.
• In addition, landowners may
also, either verbally or in writing,
personally communicate to
others that access is prohibited.
Remember, it is unlawful to remove,
mutilate, deface or destroy a sign or paint
mark that is placed in order to prohibit or
restrict access; and it is unlawful to post
the land of another without permission of
the landowner.
The owner of a recreational vehicle,
the person who gives or furnishes that
recreational vehicle to a person under 18
years of age and the parent or guardian
responsible for the care of that minor are
jointly and severally liable with the minor
for any damages caused in the operation
of the recreational vehicle by that minor.
These portions of the revised statutes
are summarized. For full text refer to
the Maine Revised Statutes.

Title 14 MRSA, §7552 – Injury
to land, forest products or
agricultural products
Without permission of the owner, a
person may not cut down, damage,
destroy or carry away any forest product,
ornamental or fruit tree, agricultural
products, stones, gravel, ore, goods or
property of any kind from land not that
persons own.

Title 17 MRSA, §2510 –
Unlawful cutting of trees
It is unlawful for any person to
intentionally, knowingly, recklessly or
negligently cut down or fell any tree
without the consent of the owner of the
property on which the tree stands.

Title 17-A MRSA, §402 –
Criminal trespass
Property is posted if it is marked with
signs or paint in one of the following
ways and in a manner that is reasonably
likely to come to the attention of an
intruder:
• Signs must indicate that access
is prohibited, that access is
prohibited without permission
of the landowner or landowner’s
agent, or that access for a
particular activity is prohibited.
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Membership can be
purchased through the
MOSES licensing system,
or our online store at:

www.mefishwildlife.com
You can also sign up at
any licensing agent,
or contact Kristina Paulhus
to order by phone at:
207-287-5244

Like to recreate in Maine? Thank a Landowner!

Dear Outdoor User,
My name is Rick LaFlamme. I am the Landowner Relations Specialist for the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife. I have
been in conservation law enforcement for eighteen years. Our job as Maine Game Wardens is not just about enforcement. It is
about compassion, trust, loyalty, and honor. Words we live by. I am really excited that my position has a single focus: “THE
LANDOWNERS OF MAINE”.
This focus is supported by the entire Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife. We feel strongly that without the landowners, the
outdoor heritage that Maine is known for is in jeopardy. The relationships with the landowners of Maine need to be cherished as
close friendships. Respect and trust from ALL user groups towards the landowners are a must for this to succeed! As you know,
there are a small percentage of people who may not feel this is important. Those are the people who litter, poach, destroy, and abuse
the landowners’ properties. Often times the result is that the landowners feel frustrated and are hurt financially. On occasion I hear
landowners tell me they feel betrayed and taken advantage of for leaving their property open for use. They also feel they have
nothing to gain by it! Therefore, the property becomes posted, gated, and closed to ALL.
Maine is truly a unique state, with over 94% of it owned by the private landowners, and EVERYONE wants to use it. We could
have all the fish and game in the world, pristine weather conditions for all outdoor activity, and the best equipment that money can
buy, but without the use of private property what good is any of it… The USER GROUPS are the front line. Whether it’s picking
up trash, helping landowners with work on damaged property, reporting violations, or just sharing the bounty of your successful
outing; all parties will quickly realize that this will build a network of information and education. Trust us, it will be well worth it!
Many of us grew up hunting, fishing, trapping and recreating in Maine, it is because we practiced
what we’re preaching. I would certainly like to see my son and other youths do the same. It is the
private landowners that have afforded all of us those opportunities. So whether you operate a
snowmobile, ATV, engage in hunting, fishing, trapping, or just a person who loves utilizing the
outdoors as an enthusiast; we all need to build these relationships and partnerships, with
landowners to continue the outdoor traditions that Maine is known for. If you are not an Outdoor
Partner yet, you need to be! Ask first. Don’t just assume you can use the land. If you don’t own
the land, someone else does! And show your appreciation to them!
Sincerely,

Corporal Rick Laflamme

Landowner Relations Specialist

ICE CONDITIONS AND TRIP ITINERARY
ICE CONDITIONS
“Thick and blue, tried and true.
Thin and crispy, way to risky.”
The ice traveler should look for bluish ice that is
at least 4 to 6 inches thick, in order to support
people and their gear. Even if the weather has
been below freezing for several days, don’t guess
about ice thickness. Check ice in several places.
Use an auger, spud, or axe to make a test hole

beginning at shore and continuing as you go out.
If ice at the shoreline is cracked or squishy,
stay off. Don’t go on the ice during thaws. Watch
out for thin, clear, or honeycomb-shaped ice.
Dark snow and dark ice are other signs of weak
spots.
Choose small bodies of water. Rivers and lakes
are prone to wind and wave action, which can
break ice up quickly. Avoid areas with currents,
around bridges, and pressure ridges.

ICE THICKNESS
In the wintertime, outdoor enthusiasts frequently need to know how thick the ice is and whether it is
safe to walk across it. The American Pulpwood Association has published a handy reference chart
that gives a good rule-of-thumb for pond and lake ice thickness.
This table is for clear, blue ice on lakes. Reduce the strength values by 15% for clear blue river ice.
Slush ice is only one-half the strength of blue ice. This table does not apply for parked loads.
ICE THICKNESS
(IN INCHES)

PERMISSABLE LOAD ON CLEAR, BLUE LAKE ICE.
(REDUCE STRENGTH VALUES FOR OTHER TYPES OF ICE.)

2"
3"
7 1⁄2"
8"
10"
12"
15"
20"
25"
30"
36"

One person on foot
Group of people (walking single file)
Passenger Car (2 ton gross)
Light Truck (21⁄2 ton gross)
Medium Truck (31⁄2 ton gross)
Heavy Truck (7–8 ton gross)
Heavy Truck (10 ton gross)
25 tons
45 tons
70 tons
110 tons

WHAT IF I BREAK
THROUGH THE ICE?
• If you break through the ice,
don’t panic.
• Don’t try to climb out, you’ll probably
break through the ice again.
• Lay both arms on the unbroken ice
and kick hard. This will help lift your
body onto the ice. Roll to safety.
• To help someone who has fallen in,
lie down flat and reach with a branch,
plank, or rope; or form a human
chain. Don’t stand. After securing
the victim, wiggle backwards to the
solid ice.
• The victim may need treatment of
hypothermia (cold exposure), artificial
respiration, or CPR.
• “If your feet are cold, put on your
hat.” That may seem odd, but it’s
good advice. Most body heat is lost
through the head and neck. So wear
a hat, cover your face and neck.
• Dress in layers. Wool, silk, and
certain synthetics are best; they’ll
keep you warm even if they’re
wet. Insulated, waterproof boots,
gloves, and a windbreaker are very
important. Take extra clothing.

TRIP ITINERARY FOR ATV AND SNOWMOBILE
The Maine Warden Service is responsible for lost and missing persons. Often, the Warden Service is called to search for persons who
really are not lost or missing, which results in spending many unnecessary hours of effort by wardens. You can help us help you by filling
out this trip itinerary and leaving it on your door or under the wiper of your vehicle. Your cooperation is greatly appreciated.
Name:

Trip date:

Home Phone Number: 		

Vehicle: 		
Staying At:

Room/Cabin Number:

Destination: 		
Return Date:

Time:

Snowmobile/ATV Description: 		
Other members in your party; Name:

Registration Sticker #

Make/Model

If for some reason your trip plans change and you will not be returning to the place you had planned, if at all possible, please notify
someone at that location. Please try to let them know of your change of plans.

Don’t Forget to Support Your Local Snowmobile and ATV Clubs!
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